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TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Alleluia  ! for  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth. 
Clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about  him,  hut  justice  and 
judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne  ; and,  therefore, 
though  the  friends  of  humanity  and  truth,  in  their  struggles 
for  freedom,  may  meet  with  adversity  and  wander  through 
deserts  dark  and  deep,  yet  there  wall  ultimately  he  victory, 
joy,  and  glory. 

The  Nineteenth  Anniversary  of  the  American  Temper- 
ance Union  was  bright  and  joyous  ; almost  vuthout  a cloud. 
Maine  stood  firm  in  her  integrity.  Massachusetts,  Khode 
Island,  Connecticut,  and  Vermont,  were  walkina:  in  her  foot- 
steps,  and  our  majestic  Empire  State  had  attained  to  the 
adoption  of  a Prohibitory  law.  The  ball  was  rolling  on- 
ward, and  all  were  anticipating  the  day  as  near,  when, 
through  a rectified  public  sentiment,  the  great  alcoholic  dra- 
gon should  be  bound  in  chains  and  go  out  to  deceive  no 
more.  But  on  our  Twentieth  Anniversary,  a dark  cloud 
hangs  over  us.  In  Maine — a State  which,  for  five  years,  has 
been  protected,  blessed,  and  enriched  by  a Prohibitory  law 
— a State  of  which  we  were  proud  as  American  citizens,  and 
which,  throughout  the  wide  world,  has  attracted  the  admi- 
ration and  the  homage  of  all  philanthropists  and  patriots — 
there  has  been  a sad,  though,  we  trust,  but  a momentary 
reverse.  Where  was  the  myrtle  tree  is  coming  up  the  brier  ; 
and  where  the  fir  tree,  the  thorn.  In  our  Empire  State, 
over  whose  teeming  millions  was  spread  the  shield  of  pro- 
tection, that  shield  has  been  vilely  throwm  aside,  because  of 
a flaw  in  its  castings  ; and  not  because  the  people  have  not 
a right  to  protection,  and  are  not  resolved  to  secure  it.  The 
decision  of  the  High  Court  of  Appeals,  under  which  we 
groan,  is,  however,  the  decision  of  a divided  Court,  whose 
diverse  opinions  will  be  closely  scrutinized  by  a high-mind- 
ed and  independent  people,  who  will  not  suffer  wrong  upon 
themselves  and  their  children,  though  Courts  be  broken  uj) 
and  Constitutions  cast  away. 
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Pennsylvania,  the  Keystone  State,  has  taken  a slight  re- 
trograde step,  once  more  licensing,  hut  under  strict  guards, 
the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  ; and  Indiana,  hut  a year 
ago  glorying  in  her  deliverance  from  the  tyranny  of  rum,  is 
compelled  to  wear  still  longer  the  yoke,  through  the  inde- 
cision and  imbecility  of  her  Courts.  These  are  reverses, 
mysterious,  saddening  the  soul  ; each  leading  us  to  inquire, 
Why  is  it  thus  2 Wherein  have  we  been  unfaithful,  and 
what  are  our  duties  to  ourselves,  our  country,  and  the 
world  ? But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  many  things  to 
encourage  and  animate  our  hearts.  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
Michigan,  Iowa — all  stand  firm  in  the  freedom  which  God 
has  given  them  ; and  in  each  of  these  States,  through  Pro- 
liibitory  law,  drunkenness  is  dying  out,  crime  is  diminished. 
Sabbaths  are  quiet,  poverty  is  exchanged  for  plenty,  domes- 
tic discord  for  family  peace  ; the  young  are  freed  from  much 
temptation  to  evil  once  before  them,  and  manufacturers, 
railroad  conductors  and  travelers,  mariners  and  mechanics, 
are  all  feeling  the  benefits  of  the  expulsion  of  the  traffic, 
though  as  yet  imperfect ; results  which  confound  philosophy, 
put  to  silence  the  babblings  of  revilers,  and  make  men  shud- 
der to  touch  the  gold  which  once,  in  the  sale  of  the  poison, 
was  so  greedily  gathered.  In  these  States,  the  law  has 
passed  the  ordeal  of  courts,  and  come  out  untouched  by  the 
fire  ; the  ordeal  of  the  ballot-box,  and  stands  stronger  than 
before  ; the  arts  and  devices  of  political  intrigue,  and  made 
even  this  ashamed  of  meddling  with  that  which  so  assured- 
ly promotes  the  moral  and  physical  interests  of  men.  If 
our  faith  and  patience  have  been  tried  on  the  one  hand,  the 
swellings  of  gratitude  have  been  increased  on  the  other  ; if 
we  have  been  cast  doAvn,  we  are  not  destroyed  ; aye,  to  day 
we  stand  before  the  world  on  loftier  ground,  having  more  of 
the  confidence,  the  respect,  the  love,  and  the  prayers  of  all 
good  men,  than  at  any  previous  Anniversary.  We  are,  in 
fact,  a spectacle  to  the  world,  to  angels,  and  to  men. — • 
“ Wherever  I went,”  said  Dr.  Anderson,  on  his  late  return 
from  India,  “my  name  as  an  American  citizen  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  Maine  Law  ; and  almost  the  first  questions 
asked  were,  not  about  our  government,  our  arts,  our  agricul- 
ture, our  commerce,  but  about  this  law  which  can  suppress 
drunkenness,  poverty,  and  crime,  and  destroy  a fruitful  com- 
merce, because  it  is  a blight  and  curs  3 to  the  world.  Such 
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a law,  though  annulled  by  some  of  our  courts,  we  believe  to 
be  right  in  itself,  constitutional,  and  demanded  for  the  good 
of  the  people.  It  can  and  will  be  defended  against  all  the 
devices  and  the  ingenious  technicalities  of  those  who,  from 
appetite,  or  prejudice,  or  to  please  those  Avho  have  chosen 
them  to  office,  or  to  show  their  great  skill  in  the  niceties  of 
law,  pronounce  it  void. 

REVERSE  IN  MAINE. 

The  Prohibitory  law  was  adopted  in  Maine  June  2,  1851, 
and  went  into  operation  on  the  fourth  of  July.  It  soon 
became  the  settled  policy  of  the  State,  and  was  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  by  a large  majority  of  the  citizens.  Its  re- 
sults surpassed  expectation  in  diminishing  pauperism  and 
crime,  and  increasing  the  comfort  and  prosjjerity  of  unnum- 
bered families.  With  the  exception  of  Portland,  the  law 
was  as  well  enforced  in  the  large  towns  and  cities,  as  in  the 
rural  districts.  To  secure  its  more  proper  observance,  the 
Hon.  Neal  Dow  was  once  more  elevated  to  the  Mayoralty 
of  Portland,  and  new  and  more  stringent  sections  were 
added  to  the  law.  To  create  disaffection  and  disturbance, 
an  attack  was  made  at  the  midnight  hour,  upon  a quantity 
of  liquor  in  possession  of  the  municipal  authorities,  and,  in 
their  prompt  and  vigorous  defence,  a man  was  killed.  It 
was  as  fire  to  powder  amid  all  the  disaffected  classes.  The 
opposition  presses  throughout  the  country,  violently  de- 
claimed against  the  law  and  against  the  action  of  the  Mayor 
in  calling  out  the  military  force  to  quell  the  riot  and  ])ro- 
tect  the  city.  After  a long  and  most  searching  investiga- 
tion before  a highly  respectable  committee,  the  Mayor  and 
Executive  officers  of  the  city  were  acquitted,  as  having  done 
no  more,  in  the  emergency,  than  their  duty  and  public  ser- 
vice required  ; and  that  they  would  have  proved  unfaithful 
to  their  trust  had  they  done  less.  But  it  was  a Godsend  to 
political  partisans  who  would  revolutionize  the  State,  and 
no  efforts  were  spared  to  rouse  the  passions  of  men  against 
the  law  and  its  distinguished  author.  Accordingly  the 
election  for  State  officers  was  one  without  parallel  for  fierce- 
ness ; and  though  the  Temperance  vote  was  50,000,  ten 
thousand  stronger  than  in  1854,  yet  the  combinations  were 
greater,  and  by  it  an  opposition  Legislature  and  opposition 
Governor  were  elected  ; and  the  qirohibitory  law,  (at  a late 
neriod,  however,)  was  overthrown,  and  a license  law,  pro 
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mising  unusual  strictness,  placed  in  its  stead.  In  a letter, 
dated  tlie  20tli  of  Sept.,  Mr.  Dow  said  : 

We  were  at  first  fairly  stunned  by  the  result  of  the  election.  We 
did  not  for  a moment  anticipate  a defeat,  and  for  the  clay  we  felt  sad — 
really  disheartened. 

After  a thought  we  saw  that  the  event  was  in  accordance  with  all  our 
experience  during  the  whole  of  the  progress  of  the  reform.  Every  suc- 
cess followed  by  a reverse — every  reverse  succeeded  by  a success  greater 
than  any  which  had  preceded  it. 

Our  law  of  1846 — striking  down  the  license  system — though  very 
mild  in  its  penalties  (from  one  to  twenty  dollars,)  was  a great  triumph, 
but  was  followed  by  a great  reaction ; many  thought  the  cause  fairly 
stranded.  Then  came  my  election  as  Mayor,  in  April,  1851,  followed 
by  the  Maine  Law,  May  31st  of  the  same  3^ear ; then  my  defeat,  (tre- 
raendouslj',  disastrously  as  it  was  thought  for  the  cause  in  1852,)  then 
a gradual  flow  until  our  success  again  in  the  State  election.  Sept.,  1854, 
and  our  Municipal  election,  April,  1855,  with  an  intensified  law ; now 
our  defeat  in  Sept.,  1855,  but  leaving  us  with  a larger  vote,  by  thousands, 
than  any  party  ever  had  before  in  Maine  ; a larger  vote  by  10,000  than 
we  had  in  1854  ! 

Our  party  is  thoroughly  united,  one  in  heart  and  mind — full  of  enthu- 
siasm and  hope,  and  at  the  next  election  will  bring  all  right  again. 

Preparations  were  at  once  made  for  rekindling  the  fires 
of  Intemperance  throughout  the  State.  Under  the  new 
law  of  license,  tavern-hars,  saloons  and  dram  shops  every- 
where appeared  ; drunkenness  became  common  ; and,  until 
the  people,  wearied  with  these  disgusting  scenes,  with  the 
terrific  casualties  and  the  numerous  taxations  the  fruit  of 
rum,  shall  rise  in  their  virtue  and  vigor,  little  is  to  be  hoped 
of  good  under  all  the  boasted  regulations  of  the  deadly  evil. 

REVERSE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Upon  the  approval  of  the  Prohibitory  Law,  entitled  an 
Act  for  the  suppression  of  Intemperance,  Pauperism  and 
Grime,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1855,  there  was  a general  and 
well  grounded  expectation  of  its  proper  enforcement,  and 
the  happiest  results.  Liquor  dealers  throughout  the  State 
began  to  make  their  calculations  for  the  reduction  of  liquors 
on  hand,  and  a retirement  from  business.  The  friends  of 
the  law  were  active  in  creating  a public  sentiment  in  its 
favor,  and  providing  the  means  of  its  enforcement.  It  was 
generally  assumed  that  it  was  constitutional  and  authoritative 
uj)on  all  citizens,  but  that  all  Magistrates  would  need  sup- 
port, and  sujiport  should  he  given.  In  New  York  city  an 
immense  meeting  was  held  at  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  in 
which  it  was 
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Resolved,  That  we  hail  the  coming  Fourth  of  July  as  the  most  glo- 
rious day  for  our  city  and  country  since  the  Fourth  of  July,  1776  ; that 
then  we  proclaimed  emancipation  from  a foreign  tyranny,  which  had 
taxed  us  without  representation,  burdened  us  with  standing  armies, 
wasted  our  substance,  and  prevented  our  growth  and  prosperity ; now 
we  proclaim  emancipation  from  an  internal  tyranny,  which  has  beggared 
families,  slaughtered  fathers  and  sons,  and  corrupted  the  morals  of  the 
people  ; and  we  shall  welcome  its  approach  with  hearts  of  gratitude 
and  thanksgiving. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  approaching  struggle  for  the  removal  of  *■  In- 
temperance, Pauperism  and  Crime,”  we  call  upon  the  lion.  Fernando 
Wood,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New-York,  to  stand  forth  as  the  protector 
of  the  people — swayed  not  by  men  whose  only  cry  is,  “Jly  this  craft  we 
have  our  wealth,” — winking  at  no  sly  subterfuges  or  studied  evasions — 
yielding  to  no  legal  adviser  whose  opinions  express  but  the  will  of  the 
oppressor — but  with  a manly  front  and  a bold  determination  to  carry 
out  the  will  of  the  Legislature,  planting  himself  on  the  Law  under  the 
Constitution,  and  using  all  the  powers  of  his  ofiSce  for  its  perfect  and 
fearless  enforcement.  In  such  a course  we  pledge  him  our  entire  sup- 
port. 

In  East  Brooklyn  a large  meeting  was  neld,  at  which  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  presided,  and  at  which  powerful  addresses 
were  made,  and  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  it  now  behoves  us,  and  all  friends  of  the  cause,  to  use 
ever}’  fair,  legitimate  and  legal  means  in  sustaining  the  law  and  the 
officers,  both  judicial  and  ministerial,  by  and  through  whom  it  is  to  be 
administered  ; and  seeing  that  the  liquor  manufacturers  and  dealers 
throughout  the  State  are  combining  and  husbanding  their  strength  and 
resources  either  to  accomplish  its  repeal,  or  to  render  it  null  as  a statute, 
we  cannot  and  will  not  be  backward  also  in  combining  in  the  same 
manner  to  uphold  its  continuance  on  the  statute  book,  and  to  procure 
the  sanction  of  its  principles  by  the  highest  Courts  of  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  these  feelings  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves 
to  give  to  the  Executive  of  this  city,  the  lion.  George  Hall,  (who,  as  a 
staunch  worker  and  advocate  in  the  cause,  has  ever  proved  himself  wor- 
thy of  our  highest  regard,)  and  to  all  judicial  and  executive  officers 
who  may  be  called  upon  to  administer  the  law,  legitimate  and  proper 
aid  and  effort  in  its  enforcement.  The  integrity  of  our  manhood,  the 
safety  of  our  youth,  innocence  and  purity  of  our  children,  the  elevation 
of  our  social  condition  in  the  lessening  among  us  of  pauperism  and 
crime,  demand  that  we  should  not  rest  and  cease  to  labor  with  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law,  but  that  we  should  still  work  as  earnestly  for  its  en- 
forcement as  we  have  for  its  enactment.  It  is  by  so  doing  that  we  can 
hope  to  rid  ourselves  of  a public  curse,  most  baleful  in  its  influences, 
most  withering  in  its  effects — the  curse  of  the  ‘‘  rum  power”  in  the  land. 
This  we  engage  to  do. 

At  Watertown,  Jefferson  Co.,  a large  jireparatory  meeting 
was  lield  in  June,  Gardner  Towne,  Esq.,  presiding,  at  which 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  hail  wuth  the  purest  delight  and  profoundest  grat- 
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itude  to  God  and  man,  the  enactment  of  a “ Maine  Law”  for  the  Empire 
State  as  the  rich  reward  of  our  past  sacrifices  and  toils  to  promote 
Temperance,  and  as  the  only  advance  step  which  could  bring  the  evil 
we  assail  within  our  reach. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  the  most  unwavering  confidence  in  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  new  law  in  its  adaptation  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  enacted,  and  that  its  rigid  enforcement  will  substantially  promote 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  having  voted  for  the  men  who  gave  us  the  Maine  Law, 
and  having  approved  their  action,  we  are  bound  in  honor  to  enforce  the 
law,  and  we  hereby  pledge  our  earnest  efforts  to  secure  its  faithful  ex- 
ecution. 

The  Madison  County  Temperance  Society  held  a spirited 
meeting  in  which  they 

Resolved,  That  the  friends  of  Temperance  in  this  State  will  stand  by 
her  excellent  “ Maine  Law,”  and  defend  and  uphold  it  by  their  uncom- 
promising votes,  and  by  the  unflinching  enforcement  of  its  provisions. 

A meeting  was  also  held  at  Oswego,  at  which,  among 
others,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  not  only  of  public  officers,  but  the  right 
and  privilege,  and  the  duty  of  all  law  abiding  citizens,  to  see  that  the 
Prohibitory  Liquor  Law,  like  all  other  laws  upon  our  statute  books,  be 
enforced,  and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  prosecute  its  violation  and  violators 
with  the  same  zeal  and  energy  that  we  would  prosecute  any  other  crime 
or  criminal. 

Similar  meetings  were  held  and  resolutions  adopted 
throughout  the  State. 

At  a meeting  of  the  State  Society  a lengthy  series  of  reso- 
lutions was  reported,  which  were  adopted.  They  gratefully 
acknowledged  the  passage  of  the  Maine  Law,  and  a determina- 
tion to  enforce  it — affirming  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  good 
citizens,,  and  especially  those  who  profess  to  love  the  cause 
of  temperance,  to  encourage  and  assist  the  officers  whose 
duty  it  is  to  enforce  the  Act  for  the  suppression  of  Intem- 
perance, Pauperism  and  Crime,”  and  to  furnish  them  with 
such  facts  and  evidence  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge  in 
reference  to  any  violation  of  said  law  ; and  to  complain  of 
such  officers  whenever  they  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  their 
duty. 

To  fortify  themselves,  and  secure  the  law  against  any 
overthrow  in  hasty  and  partisan  judicial  procedures,  the  opin- 
ions of  several  of  the  most  able  jurists  of  the  State  were  sought 
and  obtained  in  favor  of  the  perfect  constitutionality  of  the 
law.  Among  these  were  the  opinions  of  the  Hon.  John 
Savage,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  Hon.  Judge  Conk- 
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iin,  Hon.  Judge  Edmonds,  Hon.  Judge  Sliankland,  E.  S. 
Capron,  Esq.  Their  opinions  were  elaborate,  were  printed 
and  widely  circulated  throughout  the  State.  But  at  an  early 
period  it  was  manifest  that  a hold  and  desperate  effort  would 
be  made,  especially  in  the  great  commercial  emporium  of 
the  State,  to  prevent,  through  the  action  of  the  courts,  and 
vhe  municipal  authorities  of  the  cities,  the  execution  of  the 
law,  and  finally  to  effect  its  overthrow.  His  Honor,  Mayor 
Wood,  had  raised  high  expectation  of  his  friendliness  and  ef- 
ficiency by  the  strict  enforcement,  for  a short  period,  of  a Sab- 
bath Liquor  Law,  in  which  every  grog  shop  in  the  city 
was  closed  on  the  Holy  day  ; but,  shirking  responsibility,  he 
took  counsel  of  the  Corporation  and  District  Attorney,  who 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  there  was  no  legal  prohibition 
of  the  sale  of  liquor  between  the  1st  of  May  and  the  4th  of 
July,  and  that  on  and  after  the  fourth  of  July,  all  foreign 
liquors  were,  by  the  first  section,  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  the  law.  On  these  opinions  the  Mayor  took  his  stand  and 
directed  his  police.  The  Eecorder  of  the  city  coincided  in 
opinion,  and  the  city  was  at  once  given  up  to  a jubilee  of 
rum.  The  Mayor  of  Albany  and  the  magistrates  of  other 
cities  followed  in  his  wake,  and  it  was  manifest  that  the  law 
would  receive  no  effectual  enforcement  until  it  had  been  sub- 
jected to  trial  in  all  the  courts  up  to  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
The  Liquor  dealers  and  theopponents  of  the  law  now  strength- 
ened themselves  in  the  opinions  of  eminent  counsel-  Several 
gentlemen  of  high  standing  gave  them  countenance.  Among 
these  were  Daniel  Lord,  Esq.,  George  Wood,  Esq.,  Benja- 
min Silliman,  Esq.,  Judge  Beardslee  and  Judge  Bronson. — 
These  gentlemen  declared  the  law,  some  in  the  general  and 
some  in  particular  sections,  unconstitutional,  destructive  of 
property,  opposed  to  the  bill  of  rights,  and  the  natural  rights 
of  man.  Prosecutions  were  commenced  in  the  city,  but  “jus- 
tice had  fallen  in  the  streets,  and  equity  could  not  enter.” 
In  Brooklyn,  in  the  second  judicial  district,  a prosecution  was 
commenced  and  carried  up  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  the 
Prohibitory  law  was  pronounced  in  numerous  particulars,  by 
Justice  Brown,  unconstitutional  and  void.  Judge  Strong 
coincided  with  him,  though  on  different  grounds.  But  J udge 
Kockwell  differed,  in  toto,  pronouncing  the  law  constitutional 
throughout,  and  the  oi)inion  given  by  Councillor  Dillon  to 
the  Mayor  relative  to  the  exemption  of  foreign  liquors,  wfith- 
out  foundation.  The  ojunion  of  Judge  Brown  was  received. 
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by  tbe  temperance  community  with  great  indignation,  while 
that  of  Judge  Rockwell  strengthened  them  in  all  their  efforts 
to  root  the  traffic  out  of  the  State.  But  it  was  sufficient  to 
prevent  any  further  prosecutions,  until  the  same  case  could 
be  decided  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  at  the  March  term  in 
185G.  Up  to  this  time,  however,  and  for  v/eeks  after,  the 
law  was  Avell  observed  in  many  portions  of  the  State,  and 
with  the  happiest  results. 

In  New  York  city  the  commitments  for  drunkenness  in  the 
month  of  July  were  926,  for  August  526,  decrease  401. — ■ 
Tlie  arrest  of  every  drunkard,  and  fining  him  §10  and  com- 
mitting him  in  default  of  payment,  had  a great  effect  in 
making  the  vice  infamous.  In  the  rural  districts  and  most 
of  the  large  towns  and  interior  districts,  the  statute  found  a 
law  and  order-abiding  people.  In  Suffolk  county,  where  had 
been  150  grog  shops  licensed  to  do  evil,  there  was  no  open 
place  of  sale.  In  Oswego  and  Syracuse  the  traffic  was  for  a 
time  annihilated.  The  Mayor  of  Rochester  reported. 

Whole  number  of  arrests  30  days  previous  to  the  law  coming  into 


effect,  .......  304 

Number  30  days  subsequent,  ....  91 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  law,  ....  213 

Sent  to  the  Work  House  the  former  period  of  thirty  days,  48 

Sent,  the  latter  period,  ....  12 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  law,  ...  36 


A gentleman  writing  from  Greene  County  said ; “ Instead  of  noise  and 
the  tumult  of  bar-room  revelries,  daily  and  nightly  in  our  streets,  instead 
of  pinching  want  and  brutal  treatment,  in  place  of  deep  and  hopeless  sor- 
row, depicted  in  the  countenances  of  drunkards’  wives  and  children,  and 
the  dark  and  sombre  forebodings  of  the  father  who  knows  that,  except 
in  the  law,  there  is  no  hope  for  his  son — we  have  quietness,  peace,  com- 
petency, and  domestic  happiness.” 

Binghampton  reported,  bars  closed,  no  open  places  of  sale  ; 
and  Elmira  was  rejoicing  in  a well  enforced  law.  Said  the 
Courtland  County  Whig  : 

“ Throughout  this  county,  the  Prohibitory  Law  has  been  obser- 
ved ; although  public  officers  and  the  friends  of  Temperance  gener- 
ally are  on  the  alert,  but  two  cases  of  drunkenness  have  been  known, 
and  the  unauthorized  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  has  entirely  ceased. 
Cases  are  related  of  persons  who  were  in  th?  almost  daily  habit, 
previous  to  the  advent  of  the  law,  of  going  to  the  neighboring  villages, 
and  returning  more  or  less  intoxicated,  who  now  go  home  ‘ in  their 
right  mind,’  remarking,  that  they  cannot  procure  ‘even  a glass  of  beer.’  ” 

In  Lewis  County,  tbe  Martinsburg  Telegraiib  said,  “ 


TWENTIETH  REPORT,  1856. 


13 


traffic  has  entirely  ceased,  there  being  a general  disposition 
to  give  the  law  a fair  trial,  and  not  push  matters  to  extrem- 
ities where  there  is  resistance.”  In  Moscow,  Livingston  Co., 
several  influential  men,  who  were  opposed  to  the  law,  after 
witnessing  its  operation,  became  its  friends,  and  declared  it 
to  he  a good  thing.  Friends  in  Eaton,  Madison  Co.,  said, 
“ All  the  taverns  and  liquor  shops  stopped  selling  on  the 
third  of  July,  and  have  remained  so.  Such  quiet,  peace- 
able times  we  have  never  seen  in  this  quarter.  Many  who 
were  ojiposed  to  the  law,  now  say,  ‘ Let  it  stand.’  ” Niagara 
County  reported  the  most  marked  results.  Not  an  open 
groggery  or  saloon  was  to  be  found  in  the  whole  county.  At 
the  Falls,  the  International  and  Niagara  Hotels  posted  up 
notices  in  their  drinking  rooms,  “ Intoxicating  drinks  are 
not  sold  in  consequence  of  the  Prohibitory  Law.”  In  Rome, 
Oneida  County,  was  a general  surrender,  and  the  police  ex- 
pressed surprise  at  the  results.  Utica  became  a new  city. 
Arrests  by  the  night  police,  formerly  common,  were  now  al- 
most unknown.  A gentleman  writing  from  Steuben  Coun- 
ty, at  the  close  of  the  first  month,  said, — “ So  far  as  we  can 
learn,  the  Maine  Law  is  working  admirably  in  this  region. 
There  is  a ready,  if  not  a willing  acquiescence  in  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law  by  hotel  and  shop-keepers  throughout  the 
County.”  The  Owego  Times  reported  : “ The  law  is  in  full 
operation  in  Owego,  and  works  well — no  drunkenness  seen, 
nor  any  tendencies  thereto.  Our  citizens  that  have  dealt  in 
liquor,  have,  we  think,  in  good  faith  given  up  the  trade,  and 
even  they  cannot  help  seeing  its  happy  results.”  In  Goshen, 
Middletown,  and  other  parts  of  Orange  County,  Newburg 
excepted,  great  was  the  improvement  under  the  law,  and  con- 
verts were  multiplied  rapidly  for  it.  In  Medina,  Orleans  Co., 
a marked  diminution  was  reported  in  the  cases  of  assault  and 
battery.  In  the  hop  growing  region  of  Otsego,  while  many 
faces  were  found  sad,  some  were  found  hopping  for  joy. — 
‘‘We  witness  every  day,”  say  they,  “ the  goodly  operations 
of  the  Prohibitory  Law.  From  mansion  and  hovel  there  rings 
forth  one  shout, — ‘ The  Maine  law  for  ever.’  ” The  inhabi- 
tants of  Yates  County,  said — “ We  are  a law-abiding  peo- 
ple.” 

All  along  the  line  of  the  Erie  Canal,  where  some  twelve 
thousand  men  and  boys  were  employed,  who  were  great  drink- 
ers, groggeries  being  open  at  every  stopping  place,  a great 
change  was  visible.  Captains  of  barges  spoke  of  it  with 
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gratitude.  Fights  and  brawls  were  disappearing.  The  verj 
horses  felt  it,  for  no  driver  ever  went  out  of  a groggery  with- 
out thinking  his  horses  could  go  faster.  The  fairs  of  the 
State  felt  it.  “ In  a whole  day  at  a cattle  show  and  fair  at  Wa- 
tertown,” said  a bystander,  “ I did  not  see  a drunken  man, 
or  one  whom  I had  the  least  reason  to  suppose  had  been  im- 
bibing.” In  some  of  the  2)rincipal  prisons  and  houses  of  cor- 
rection, the  commitments  from  the  6th  day  of  July,  1855, 
to  the  31st  of  December,  inclusive,  as  compared  with  the 
number  committed  during  the  same  time  in  the  year  1854, 
and  exclusive  of  those  for  drunkenness,  the  following  is  the 


official  record  : 

Localities. 

Difference. 

Decrease  in  favor  of  the  Law. 

Cayuga  Co.  jail, 

85  to  59 

26 

Ouondago  Co.  jail. 

138  “ 103 

35 

Seneca  Co.  jail. 

75  ‘‘  28 

47 

Ontario  Co.  jail. 

89  “ 45 

44 

Albany  Watch  House, 

1974  “ 1278 

696 

Police  Record  of  Sjwacuse, 

778  “ 515 

263 

Police  Record  of  Auburn, 

104  50 

54 

Police  Record  of  Rochester, 

1552  “ 740 

812 

Record  of  Utica,  4 months, 

105  “ 80 

85 

Total  from 

4900  2898 

2062 

Could  we  have  the  official  record  from  the  whole  State, 
we  should,  without  doubt,  see  a diminution  of  pauperism 
and  crime  even  in  a short  time,  and  amid  all  the  uncertain- 
ties of  the  law,  which  would  surprise  us,  and  send  conster- 
nation into  the  minds  of  those  active  in  its  repeal.  The 
evils  flowing  from  a daily  increasing  disregard  of  the  law,  in 
confident  expectation  of  its  ultimate  repeal,  cannot  be  told. 
Yet,  hopeful  as  were  the  enemies  of  the  law  of  its  ultimate 
destruction  by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  they  were  not  willing 
to  trust  their  cause  to  this.  They  made  therefore  every 
effort  in  their  2)0wer  to  elect  a Senate  and  Assembly  in  the 
fall  elections,  who  would  blot  it  from  the  statute  book. — 
The  liquor  dealers  held  for  this  purpose,  and  also  for  secu- 
ring two  new  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  a Convention 
at  Syracuse,  in  which  they  became  the  patrons  of  liberty 
and  the  guardians  of  the  State.  Among  the  resolutions 
they  adopted,  the  following  was  prominent : 

Resolved,  That  all  the  liquor  dealers,  importers  and  jobbers,  grocery 
keepers,  saloon  and  hotel  keepers,  brewers,  hop-growers,  bottlers,  cider 
manufacturers,  and  all  others  in  any  way  connected  with,  or  interested 
in  the  liquor  business,  do  hereby  pledge  themselves  upon  their  lives, 
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property,  and  their  sacred  honor,  to  take  whatever  measures  they  may 
deem  expedient  to  rid  themselves  of  the  obnoxious  and  coercive  liquor 
law,  which  was  imposed  upon  them  by  the  last  Legislature,  and  that 
they  pledge  themselves  to  support  no  man  for  any  office  whatever,  who 
shall  not  solemnly  agree  to  sustain  their  interests  in  every  particular, 
but  will  cheerfully  give  their  votes  to  any  man,  of  whatever  party,  who 
may  be  regularly  nominated  and  endorsed  by  the  Liquor  Dealers’  Nom- 
inating Convention  ; and  that  an  organization,  known  as  the  Liquor 
Dealers’  Society,  shall  be  formed  in  every  county  and  judicial  district 
in  the  State,  and  that  a State  Central  Committee,  consisting  of  nine 
persons,  be  appointed  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Society.  This 
committee  shall  attend  to  the  correspondence  of  the  society,  and  all 
other  business  which  may,  from  time  to  time,  come  before  them.  That 
they  shall  be  empowered  to  act  as  a financial  committee,  and  regulate 
the  fees,  dues,  &c.,  to  be  paid  into  the  Liquor  Dealers’  Society. 

But  while  they  claimed  the  guardianship  of  the  State,  of 
a poll  of  419,110  votes  in  the  election,  only  145,632  were 
pledged  to  a repeal  of  the  law  ; the  Senate  was  strongly 
adverse  and  the  Assembly  doubtful,  not  one  State  officer 
was  theirs,  and  but  one  State  Judge  could  they  decidedly 
claim.  Instead  of  being  able  to  override  the  Governor  by  a 
two-thirds  vote,  they  could  not  even  get  a vote  for  repeal, 
and  their  hopes  were  blasted. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Legislature,  Jan.  1,  1856,  said 
Governor  Clarke  : 

“•  The  Act  for  the  Suppression  of  Intemperance,  Pauperism  and  Crime, 
passed  by  the  Legislature,  in  accordance  with  the  clearly  expressed  de- 
mand of  the  people,  went  into  operation  on  the  4th  of  July  last.  Not- 
withstanding it  has  been  subjected  to  an  opposition  more  persistent,  un- 
scrupulous and  defiant  than  is  often  incurred  by  an  act  of  legislation 
and  though  legal  and  magisterial  influence,  often  acting  unofficial!}'  and 
extra-judicially,  have  combined  to  render  it  inoperative,  to  forestall  the 
decision  of  the  Courts,  wrest  the  statute  from  its  obvious  meaning,  and 
create  a general  distrust  in,  if  not  hostility  to,  all  legislative  restrictions 
of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors — it  has  still,  outside  of  our  large 
cities,  been  generally  obeyed.  The  influence  is  visible  in  a marked 
diminution  of  the  evils  which  it  sought  to  remedy.  In  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  others  of  our  large  towns,  it  has,  through  the  connivance  of 
magistrates  and  executive  officers,  sworn  to  sustain  the  laws,  been  fla- 
grantly disregarded,  on  the  pretence  principally  of  its  unconstitutionality. 
The  course  pursued  has  indicated  but  little  confidence  on  the  part  of 
those  opposed  to  the  law  in  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  Court ; and 
still  less  of  a willingness  to  let  the  statute  be  tested  by  actual  experi- 
ment. That  some  of  the  details  of  the  Prohibitory  Act  are  imperfect, 
and  that  some  of  its  provisions  are  susceptible  of  a lax  interpretation, 
is  not  to  be  denied.  The  defects  do  not,  however,  vitiate  the  main 
principle  of  the  law,  which  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  accordant  with 
our  Constitution^  and  in  harmony  with  the  obligation  which  Govern- 
ment owes  to  the  people.  My  confidence  in  the  power  and  duty  of  tho 
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Legislature  to  prohibit  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors,  and  in  the 
good  results  which  may  be  anticipated  from  such  prohibition,  is  in  no 
degree  shaken.” 

On  the  Court  of  Appeals,  which  set  in  the  month  of  March, 
were  intently  fixed  all  eyes  as  the  day  of  decision  approach- 
ed. Their  most  intimate  friends  and  keenest  observers  were 
unahle  to  devise  Avhat  would  he  the  result.  Many  whose 
hopes  had  lieen  destroyed  hy  the  traffic  were  intensely  ex- 
cited. Said  Benjamin  F.  Harwood,  Esep,  Clerk  of  the  Court, 
to  one  of  the  Judges  on  the  Bench,  on  the  day  of  the  expect- 
ed decision  : 

‘■Judge  Comstock,  you  know  that  I am  addicted  to  drinking;  but 
you  do  not  know — no  living  person  knows,  how  I have  struggled  to 
break  oiT  this  habit.  Sometimes  I have  succeeded  for  a while,  and  then 
these  accursed  liquor-bars,  like  so  many  man-traps,  have  effected  my 
fall.  For  this  reason  I have  labored  for  the  Prohibitory  Law  at  every 
stage.  Great  numbers  of  our  Supreme  Court  Judges,  and  others  of  our 
most  learned  and  able  jurists,  have  endorsed  its  constitutionality.  For 
myself,  I have  no  more  doubt  of  its  constitutionality,  than  I have  that  I am 
now  alive.  So  great  and  beneficent  a measure  should  not  be  balked 
upon  the  mere  technicalities  of  our  profession.  My  last  hope.  Judge 
Comstock,  is  with  you.  Sustain  the  law  for  which  I have  labored,  and 
my  energy  will  be  redoubled.  Close  the  liquor-bars,  even  the  respec- 
table liquor-bars,  and  I shall  be  saved.  Your  decision  is  with  me  a 
matter  of  life  and  death 

On  tlie  morning  of  Tuesday  the  25th  of  March,  the  eight 
Judges  took  their  seat  on  the  bench  in  the  Capitol  at  Al- 
bany. The  decision  of  the  Court  was  handed  to  the  clerk 
to  he  entered.  It  declared  the  laiv  to  he  void.  He  felt  it 
to  he  his  deatlt  warrant,  as  it  proved.  He  expired  amid  his 
intense  excitement  at  eight  o’clock  of  the  next  Sabbath 
morning.  Tire  knell  of  the  annulled  law  rang  through  the 
Empire  State,  sending  woe  through  many  hearts  which  had 
struggled  for  it  as  the  last  hope  for  suffering  humanity. 
Intense  interest  was  felt  in  all  portions  of  the  State  to  know 
the  reasons  for  so  fatal  a verdict.  These  were  soon  stated 
in  the  following  language  ; 

“ In  determining  the.se  cases,  the  Court  of  Appeals  laid  down  and 
affirmed  the  following  propositions  : 

“ 1.  That  the  Prohibitory  act,  in  its  operation  upon  property  in  intoxi- 
cating liquors  existing  in  hands  of  any  citizens  of  this  State  when  the 
Act  took  effect,  is  a violation  of  the  provision  in  the  Constitution  of  this 
State,  which  decrees  that  no  person  shall  be  ‘ deprived  of  life,  liberty 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law.’  The  Court  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  various  provisions,  prohibitions,  and  penalties  contained  in  the 
Act,  substantially  destroy  the  property  in  such  liquors,  in  violation  of 
the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  constitutional  provision. 
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“2.  That  inii-sranch  as  the  Act  does  not  discriminate  between  such 
liquors  existing  when  it  took  effect  as  a law.  and  such  as  might  be  ac- 
quired by  importation  or  manufacture,  and  does  not  countenance  or 
warrant  an}’  defence  based  upon  the  distinction  referred  to,  it  cannot  be 
sustained  in  re.spect  to  any  such  liquor,  whether  existing  at  the  time 
the  act  took  effect,  or  acquired  subsequently  ; although  all  the  Judges 
were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  competent  for  the  Legislature  to  pass 
such  an  act  as  the  one  under  consideration  (except  as  to  some  of  the 
forms  of  proceeding  to  enforce  it),  jirovided  such  act  should  be  plainly 
and  distinctly  prospective  as  to  the  property  on  which  it  should  operate. 

" 3.  That  the  proceeding  in  a court  of  special  sessions  authorized  by 
the  said  act  is  unconstitutional  and  void,  on  the  ground  that  the  party 
accused,  is  thereby  deprived  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  guaranteed  by 
the  Constitution.” 

The  Court  were  diviilecl,  five  against  three.  Judges  Den- 
nio,  Comstock,  Huhhard,  Selden,  A.  S.  Johnson,  affirmative. 
A.  T.  Johnson,  Mitchell,  and  Wright,  in  the  negative.  In 
this  decision  they  gave  no  opinion  upon  the  unconstitution- 
ality  of  a prohiltitory  law,  even  to  the  extent  sought  in  the 
statute,  but  did  give  one  upon  the  unconstitutionality  of 
this  law  in  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquors  on  hand,  inasmuch 
as  that  would  amount,  through  its  provisions,  to  an  uncon- 
stitutional destruction  of  property,  while  it  would  be  ad- 
missible in  relation  to  all  liquors  obtained  in  future.  Aud 
as  the  act  did  not  discriminate  between  the  two,  it  was  pro- 
nounced void. 

Several  of  the  Court  gave  written  opinions  of  their  own, 
more  minutely  defining  their  positions  for  or  against  the 
decision.  They  contained  a great  amount  of  legal  discus- 
sion, and  satisfied  parties  as  they  Avere  predisposed.  The 
opinions  of  the  three  dissentients  were  hailed  by  the  tem- 
perance community  as  fully  establishing  correct  princi- 
ples. 

The  Legislature  were  in  session  at  the  time  of  the  deci- 
sion. No  action  was  taken  in  relation  to  the  law  ; it  AA’as 
not  repealed,  but  a bill  was  framed  AAdiich  passed  the  Senate,, 
extending  the  prohibition  of  the  law  to  liquors  which  should 
in  all  future  time  come  into  possession.  Another  AA^as  in- 
troduced and  passed  the  x\ssembly,  returning  to  the  license 
system.  But  neither  of  them  passed  both  branches,  and  the 
Legislature  adjourned,  leaving  the  State  AA’ithout  protection 
by  law  from  the  evils  of  the  traffic.  Some,  and  men  of 
high  standing,  were  of  opinion  that  the  old  license  law  Avas 
noAV  restored,  for,  as  the  prohibitory  law  was  pronounced  un- 
constitutional, its  repeal  of  all  former  laws  Avas  null.  Othefs 
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were  of  a contrary  opinion  ; and  so  unsettled  was  the  pi.  blic 
mind  and  even  judicial  tribunals  that  the  traffic  has  been 
left  undisturbed  in  most  parts  of  the  State. 

In  tliis  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  there  were  some 
points  worthy  of  special  notice.  First,  The  doctrine  first  put 
forth  by  Councillor  Dillon  of  New  York,  and  sustained  by  the 
Mayor  and  Eecorder,  nnd  several  distinguished  lawyers,  and 
which,  for  more  than  three  months,  destroyed  all  action  in 
the  Courts,  that  imported  liquors  were  exempted  by  this 
law,  met  not  with  the  least  support  in  this  Court.  All  the 
eight  Judges  were  decidedly  against  it.  Second  : The  doc- 
trine put  forth  by  Daniel  Lord,  Esq.,  and  others,  that  Le- 
gislatures had  not  the  abstract  right  of  prohibition,  and 
that  long  continuance  gives  the  right  of  continuance,  and 
can  command  respect,  even  though  it  becomes  a nuisance, 
was  also  entirely  set  aside  by  the  whole  eight  Judges,  all 
deciding  that  prohibitory  law  was  constitutional.  Third  ; 
The  extraordinary  power  of  the  J udiciary  in  overriding  and 
settinjr  at  nau2:ht  the  solemn  and  well  considered  acts  of 
the  Legislature,  approved  by  the  Governor,  by  a single  blow, 
without  pointing  out  the  distinct  section,  or  words,  or  points 
at  variance  with  the  Constitution,  while  the  great  principle 
was  acknowledged  to  be  right,  were  calculated  to  excite 
alarm,  and  to  lead  to  the  enquiry,  where  is  the  power  of 
the  people  and  the  value  of  the  Legislative  body.  Fourth; 
The  great  collision  is  now  to  be  betw'een  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty and  the  protection  of  the  community  from  evils  which 
cannot  be  endured.  The  people  have  demanded  a law  for 
the  suppression  of  pauperism  and  crime.  The  Legislature 
have  given  one  which  wdll  effect  the  object  by  a removal  of 
the  great  cause  of  these  evils.  That  cannot  be  effected 
without  a diminution  of  the  value  of  property  or  a destruc- 
tion of  some  on  hand.  The  Court  decide  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
perty holder  against  the  public  good,  a decision  which  would 
forbid  the  removal  of  any  nuisance,  and  is  at  variance  with 
all  the  laws  which  have  been  made  against  lotteries  and 
gambling,  all  quarantine  regulations,  and  half  of  the  ordin- 
ances of  police.  On  this  point  Judge  T.  A.  Johnson  thus 
strongly  expressed  himself,  in  view  of  the  decision  : 

“ This  whole  controversy,  so  far  as  it  involves  any  question  of  princi- 
ple, is  narrowed  down  to  a struggle  for  the  right  of  the  individual  to 
traffic  in  whatever  the  law  adjudges  to  be  property  at  his  discretion,  ir- 
respective of  consequences,  over  the  right  of  Government  to  control 


i 


twentieth  repoet,  1856.  19 

acd  restrict  within  limits  compatible  with  the  public  welfare  and  se- 
curity. 

Everything  beyond  this  is  merged  in  considerations  of  expediency. — 
This  right  of  the  owner  to  traffic  in  his  property  never  was,  since  the 
institution  of  society,  a right  independent  of  the  control  of  Government, 
It  is  a right  surrendered  necessarily  to  the  Government  by  every  one 
when  he  enters  into  society  and  becomes  one  of  its  members. 

A Government  which  does  not  possess  the  power  to  make  all  needful 
regulations,  in  respect  to  its  internal  trade  and  commerce,  to  impose 
such  restrictions  upon  it  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  good  of 
all,  and  even  to  prohibit  and  suppress  entirely  any  particular  traffic 
which  is  found  to  be  injurious  and  demoralizing  in  its  tendencies  and 
consequences,  is  no  Government.  It  must  lack  that  essential  element 
of  sovereignty,  indispensably  necessary  to  render  it  capable  of  accom- 
plishing the  primary  object  for  which  Governments  are  instituted,  that 
of  affording  securit}",  protection  and  redress  to  all  interests  and  all 
classes  and  conditions  of  persons  within  their  limits. 

If  therefore  the  act  in  question  was  what  is  claimed  against  it,  a naked 
prohibitory  act,  suppressing  the  traffic  in  this  species  of  property  alto- 
gether. which  it  clearly  is  not.  the  presumption  would  be  that  it  was 
deemed  by  the  Legislature  necessary  for  the  public  welfare,  and  I know 
of  no  power  which  could  arrogate  it  except  that  by  which  it  was  en- 
acted. 

If  its  validity  could  be  made  to  depend  in  any  degree  upon  the  fact 
that  the  traffic  is  productive  of  the  evils  attributed  to  it — intemperance, 
pauperism  and  crime,  a fact  which  is  scarcely  denied  or  questioned  by 
any  one — that  fact  has  been  established  by  the  Legislature.  The  con- 
clusion of  the  Legislature,  upon  this  question  of  fact,  is  final  and  con- 
clusive upon  all  courts,  and  all  persons  as  long  as  the  statute  remains 
unrepealed.  And  the  proposition  that  the  Government  does  not  possess 
the  power  to  protect  itself  and  its  citizens,  to  whom  it  owes  protection, 
as  a primary  and  paramount  duty,  against  the  consequences  of  such  a 
traffic,  by  prohibiting  the  traffic  itself,  is  monstrous,  and  striking  at  the 
foundation  of  all  government.” 

The  hearts  of  the  friends  of  temperance  were  dispirited ; 
and  yet  they  were  strengthened  by  the  masterly  defence  of 
the  law  by  the  dissenting  members  of  the  Court,  and  by 
the  consideration  that  the  entire  Court  agreed  in  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  principle  of  prohibition,  and  of  a law 
which  should  not  interfere  with  the  constitutional  rights  of 
property.  But  the  floodgates  of  rum  are  set  open  ; and 
men  are  everywhere  commencing  the  work  of  liquor  selling 
xvithout  let  or  hindrance.  Not  even  the  Sabbath  is  re- 
garded. Thousands  of  shops  and  bars  are  even  then  open 
in  the  cities,  and  men  are  drawn  down  to  death.  What  are 
to  be  the  results,  time  only  can  determine ; but  it  cannot  be 
believed  that  the  enlightened  and  virtuous  people  of  the 
State  of  New- York,  will  quietly  yield  to  so  great  an  evil, 
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REVERSE  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  the  Key  Stone  State  great  advances  liad  been  made 
toward  prohibition.  The  Buckalew  law  imposed  a tine  of 
SIO  to  §50,  and  imprisonment  from  ten  to  sixty  days,  for 
wilfully  furnishing  intoxicating  licpiors,  as  a beverage,  by 
sale,  gift,  or  otlierwise,  to  minors  or  insane  persons — ^to  any 
one  when  intoxicated,  or  to  one  known  to  be  intemperate. 
Any  person  furnishing  lirjuor  to  another,  by  gift,  sale,  or 
any  other  act,  was  held  responsible  for  damages  to  persons 
or  ])roperty,  resulting  therefrom. 

The  Sunday  law  imposed  a fine  of  §50  for  each  case  of 
selling,  trading,  or  bartering  of  spirituous  or  malt  liquors, 
wine  or  cider,  on  Sunday.  The  same  penalty  for  wilfully 
permitting  them  to  be  drank  on  or  about  the  premises.  In 
case  of  conviction  for  offences  on  ttvo  separate  Sundays,  a 
fine  of  from  §50  to  §100,  and  imprisonment  from  three  to 
twelve  months,  with  loss  of  license.  Another  law  abolished 
all  drinking  houses  or  sale  of  liquor  by  the  small,  on  a pen- 
alty of  §50  with  imprisonment.  Ko  hotel,  tavern,  eating- 
house,  or  oyster-house  ; no  theatre,  or  any  other  place  of 
refreshment  or  amusement,  could  receive  license  to  sell  hy 
any  measure  lohatever,  and  no  unnaturalized  person,  under 
any  circumstances. 

Druggists  were  prohibited  from  selling  intoxicating  bev- 
erages, except  when  mixed  with  other  medicines. 

In  the  fall  election  of  1855,  a party  came  into  power  un- 
friendly to  these  restraints  upon  the  traffic  ; and  a license 
la  w was  substituted  which  apportions  licenses  to  the  num- 
Irer  of  inhabitants,  and  has  once  more  opened  the  State  to 
the  evils  of  the  trade  ; but  the  Sunday  law  remains  ; and 
sot  even  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is  a place  open  on  this 
fiacred  day  for  dispensing  the  intoxicating  fluid.  The  conse- 
quences are  of  the  most  salutary  character. 

REVERSE  IN  INDIANA. 

The  inauguration  of  the  law  in  Indiana  was  received  with 
great  rejoicings.  At  Indianapolis,  Lafayette,  Perrysville 
and  other  places  it  was  Avelcomed  by  processions,  cannon, 
songs  and  dances.  And  for  several  months  its  operation  was 
of  the  happiest  character.  Crime  was  diminished ; places  of 
temptation  were  vacated,  and  the  mblic  peace  and  order  was 
promoted.  Said  a traveller 
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Stopping  a few  hours  in  Indianapolis,  with  a friend  returning  from  St. 
Louis,  who  was  slightly  taken  with  cholic,  he  asked  a druggist  if  he 
had  any  good  brandy  ? Yes.”  “ Will  j'ou  sell  me  half  a glass  for 
medicine?”  ‘‘ I can’t  do  it.”  “ But  I am  unwell.”  ‘‘Can’t  help  it;  I 
got  fined  thirty  dollars  for  selUmg,  and  it  won’t  pay'.”  “ Where  can  I 
get  a little  ?”  "ILell,  try  the  town  agent.”  My  friend  went  to  the 
town  agent : “ No,  I can’t  sell  yon — yon  may  try  such  a druggist.”  lie 
tried  him  in  vain,  and  left  Indianapolis,  believing  that  a stranger  could 
not  get  a glass  of  brandy  there  for  love  or  money.  I was  there  a day,  and 
saw  not  the  first  sight  of  drinking  or  intoxication. 

During  the  five  months  preceding  the  action  of  the  law, 
there  were  eighty-three  commitments  to  the  State  Peniten- 
tiary. During  the  seven  months  after  the  law'  w'ent  into 
force,  there  Avere  hut  fifty  one — a reduction  of  more  than 
one-half  Tavo  acts  of  laAvlessness  and  violence  Avere  report- 
ed in  the  paj'-ers,  and  the  poor  houses  AA'ere  obliged  to  hold 
out  extra  inducements  to  go  there.  But  Avhile  the  Execu- 
tive and  Legislative  body  and  a majority  of  the  people  re- 
joiced in  the  Irav,  a portion  of  the  judiciary  early  manifested 
a disposition  to  set  it  aside,  and  on  an  arrest  of  an  iudivid 
ual  in  November  for  selling  in  violation  of  the  laAv,  a ma- 
jority of  the  Supreme  Court  decided  the  laAv  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional, nullifying  it  entirely  and  giving  a great  triumph 
to  licpior  dealers,  who  at  once  recommenced  their  Avork 
of  death  and  disheartened  the  oldest  and  best  friends  of  the 
law. 

But  a spirit  of  virtuous  indignation  pervades  the  State. 
The  people  vieAv  the  Avhole  as  an  uuAvarranted  over  riding 
of  the  Legislature  and  the  people  by  the  Court.  At  a A'ery 
large  Temperance  ConA'cntion  held  at  Indianapolis  on  the 
22cl  F ebruary,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas,  The  question  of  a Prohibitory  Law,  with  regard  to  the  traf- 
fic in  intoxicating  drinks,  as  a beverage,  was  one  of  vital  issue  in  the 
canvass  of  1854  ; and  whereas,  the  people  by  a decided  majority,  tri- 
umphed in  that  contest,  and  elected  a General  Assembly,  which  in  obe- 
dience to  their  demands,  passed  a law,  which  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Executive,  and  the  beneficial  effects  of  such  law,  during  its  brief  en- 
forcement were  most  decided  and  approved  of  by  the  majority  of  the 
people : and. 

Whereas,  a majority  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  decided 
some  parts  of  said  law  unconstitutional,  and  one-half  of  said  Judges  the 
ENTIRE  law  unconstitutional,  thereby  rendering  said  act  in  a great  mea- 
sure inoperative, — therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  is  in  favor  of  the  principles  of  the  In- 
U-nhibitory  Liquor  Law  of  the  last  Session,  and  that  such  a law 
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should  be  sustained  at  all  hazards,  allowing  such  modifications  as  time 
and  experience  may  render  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  the  friends  of  Temperance  throughout  the  State  be  re- 
quested to  vote  for  no  one  for  any  office  who  endorses  the  opposition  to 
a Prohibitory  Law  as  avowed  by  the  Convention  held  at  Indianapolis 
on  the  8th  of  January  last. 


FIRMNESS  OF  VERMONT. 

Like  her  magnificent  mountains,  Vermont  stands  firm 
and  unmoved  in  her  law.  Her  courts  have  sustained  it, 
and  her  people  have  obeyed  it  as  from  the  heart,  evidently 
tfieAving  it  as  conducive  to  all  her  great  moral,  civil  and  so- 
cial interests. 

At  the  opening  of  the  December  Court  at  Woodstock, 
Judge  Underwood,  in  his  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury,  pre- 
sented the  subject  of  the  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law  in  the 
foil owfing  just  and  appropriate  terms  : 

" Justice,  gentlemen,  goes  doubly  armed.  And  it  is  one  of  the  high 
honors  of  the  common  law  to  be  armed  as  well  with  preventive  as  refri- 
re  justice.  And  although  the  Grand  Jury  are  the  peculiar  instru- 
ments in  the  administration  of  the  latter,  yet  much  may  be  done  by 
them  to  promote  the  former,  not,  indeed,  by  imposing  physical  restraint, 
but  by  striking  at  the  causes  which  give  rise  to  crime. 

It  has  become  notorious  in  these  days,  gentlemen,  that  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  lies  at  the  foundation  of  a vast  proportion  of  the 
crimes  committed  in  our  land.  This  is  established  by  well  ascertained 
facts.  The  other  and  complicated  miseries  brought  upon  the  human 
race,  by  this  indulgence,  may  be  more  properly  considered  elsewhere. 
That  men  should  possess  such  an  almost  uncontrollable  appetite  for  this 
beverage,  is  indeed,  deplorable.  And  that  men  should  take  advantage 
of  this  weakness  of  human  nature  for  purposes  of  gain  and  profit,  is  still 
more  deplorable.  But  that  persons  should  be  found,  (and  it  is  appre- 
hended they  are  not  few,)  who  add  wickedness  to  injury  by  adulterating 
and  poisoning  this,  at  best,  miserable  beverage,  that  too,  to  swell  profits, 
is.  indeed,  insufferable.  And  it  is  not  strange  that  communities  have 
become  aroused  on  this  subject  and  are  seeking  relief,  by^  the  almost 
universal  adoption  of  what  is  called  the  Maine  Liquor  Laic. 

Stung  by  the  iniquity  of  this  unholy  traffic,  it  is  not  strange  that 
men  and  legislatures,  even,  should  go  to  extremes,  so  far,  indeed,  as  to 
trench  on  constitutional  rights.  Yet  public  sentiment  is  giving  sanction 
and  approbation  to  the  principle  of  the  prohibitory  liquor  law.  It  com- 
mends itself  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  States  one  after  an- 
other, as  it  must  to  the  sober  senses  of  every  individual.  It  has  been 
adopted,  tested,  and  approved  by  our  Commonwealth,  and  by  repeated 
acts  of  the  Legislature,  and  no  hand  raised  against  it  has  been  served, 
criticised,  opposed,  yet  approved.  Constitutional  difficulties  have  arisen 
in  some  of  the  States,  and  mooted  here.  But  the  principle  of  the  law 
is  recognized  as  salutary.  And  by  a just  perseverance  and  a wholesome 
administration  of  it,  difficulties  of  this  kind  will  be  ultimately  obviated, 
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by  suitable  amendments  of  the  lavr,  and  if  need  be,  of  constitutions 
themselves.” 

Says  her  Standard,  a paper  of  much  correctness,  and  which 
has  contributed  much  to  her  advancement  to  her  ju'esent 
condition : 

“ The  public  sentiment  of  the  State  is  well  settled  in  favor  of  the  fun- 
damental principles  and  vital  measures  of  temperance  and  prohibition. 
It  were  just  as  absurd  and  futile  to  attempt  the  introduction  of  the  In- 
dian stone  hatchet,  the  stick  plough,  the  slave  trade,  or  trial  for  witch- 
craft in  Vermont,  as  a return  to  the  habitual  use  of  intoxicating  lirjuor 
as  a beverage,  the  open  traffic  of  such  liquors  for  such  purpose,  or  the 
repeal  or  essential  modification  of  our  prohibitory  liquor  law.  This  law 
as  a rule,  has  been  executed  in  nine  of  the  fourteen  counties  of  the  State, 
viz;  Windsor,  Bennington,  Rutland,  Addison,  Chittenden,  Franklin. 
Grand  Isle,  Caledonia,  and  Orleans  counties.  And  where  executed,  it 
has  been  productive  of  great  good.  Xor  does  the  non-execution  of  the 
law  in  the  other  five  counties  affect  its  standing  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  of  the  State.  They  have  repeatedly  rendered  their  verdict  at 
the  polls  in  fiivor  of  this  law,  and  have  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of 
making  such  provisions  in  it  as  might  be  necessaiy  to  ensure  its  enforce- 
ment and  greater  efficiency.  Hence,  at  the  very  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  important  additions  were  made  to  the  law,  that  it  might  the 
better  answer  its  ends.  Moreover,  the  violations  and  evasions  of  the 
law,  where  they  obtain,  are  not  practiced  in  open  day.  but  in  secrecy, 
and  in  such  dread  of  the  public  sentiment  as  shows  its  presence  and 
power.” 

An  intelligent  traveler,  on  passing  through  the  State, 
remarked  : 

I passed  through  the  State  from  the  southern  extremity  nearlv  to 
the  northern  limit.  In  all  the  places  where  I stopped.  Birniington, 
Rutland,  Middleburj',  Burlington  and  St.  Albans,  I pmt  up  at  the  largest 
public  houses,  kept  lu}'  eyes  wide  open,  and  made  careful  inquiry  and 
observation.  In  the  entire  State,  I did  not  see  orm  man  intoxicatecLand 
not  one  man  take  a glass  of  spirits. 

The  liquor  agent  at  Rutland  supplies  a population  of  7,000.  From  the 
14th  to  the  20th  of  this  month,  his  sales,  as  shown  by  his  books,  amount- 
ed to  fourteen  gallons,  two  gallons  a week  to  every  thousand  inhabitants. 
J.  P.  Copeland  is  the  liquor  agent  for  Middlebury.  lie  sells  to  a popu- 
lation in  that  and  adjoining  towns  amounting  to  C,5C0.  IBs  sales  for 
one  week,  as  shown  by  his  books,  were  five  gallons  and  a quarter,  con- 
siderably less  than  one  gallon  per  week  to  1.000  inhabitants.  Fliddle- 
bury  is  the  shire  town  of  Addison  county,  embracing  a population  of 
26,549.  There  were  two  individuals  in  the  jail,  one  for  violating  the 
liquor  law.  From  June,  1854,  to  June,  1855,  there  were  thirteen  com- 
mitments, ten  on  account  of  rum.  In  Burlington  and  St.  Albans.  I found 
the  same  general  facts  held  true.  There  were ^'re  in  the  St.  Albans  jail. 
three  on  account  of  rum.  Burlington  is  a beautiful  town  on  Lake 
Champlain,  with  a population  exceeding  7.000.  In  that  place  I went  on 
an  exploring  tour  to  see  if  I could  find  an  intoxicated  jiersou.  I went 
to  ■'rum  comer.’  as  it  had  formerly  been  called.  I passed  through  that 
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Street,  but  not  a person  furnished  the  slightest  indication  of  inebriation. 
It  evinces  profound  ignorance,  or  inveterate  prejudice,  or  something 
worse,  to  pretend,  as  some  do,  that  the  prohibitory  laws  in  the  New 
England  States  have  proved  a failure.” 

TRIALS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Tlie  Prohiliitoiy  Law  of  Massacluisetts  went  into  opera- 
tion on  the  20th  of  May,  1855.  In  an  able  Address  to  the 
people,  the  State  Committee  said  ; 

“ The  great  principles  of  the  Maine  Law,  which  in  its  march  from  Maine 
to  Calit’ornia  is  fast  becoming  the  law  of  the  Union,  are  two: 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  government  to  protect  society  against  the  evils 
' f intemperance  by  total  prohilrition  of  the  sale  of  liquor  as  a beverage, 
pronouncing  it  a gi'ave  criminal  offence,  to  be  punished  as  such — and 

The  right  to  treat  as  a nuisance  fit  for  destruction,  all  liquor  kept  with 
such  unlawful  intent. 

These  principles  are  only  new  in  their  application.  In  themselves 
they  are  as  old  as  the  common  law  ; and  would  never  have  been  ques- 
tioned, hut  for  the  extent  of  the  pecuniary  interest  supposed  to  be  af- 
fected by  their  practical  adoption  as  a means  of  exterminating  the  liquor 
traffic.  But  these  principles  have  never  been  doubted  by  any  respec- 
table legal  authority,  while  they  have  been  repeatedly  affirmed  by  every 
court  that  has  had  before  them  such  prohibitory  laws. 

It  will,  however,  at  once  he  seen  that  practical  embarrassments  arise 
■in  the  application  of  the  second  of  these  principles,  because  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  accurate  description  of  the  liquors,  of  ascertaining  their  custo- 
dian and  the  impressment  of  the  illegal  intent  on  particular  liquors. — 
In  the  new  law,  the  search  and  seizure”  sections,  as  they  are  common- 
ly denominated,  have  been  sought  to  be  conformed  to  the  conditions 
.and  limitations  suggested  by  the  most  conservative  judicial  tribunals. 
Undouhtedy.  the  statute  requires  such  particularity  in  the  description  of 
the  premises  to  he  searched  and  the  liquors  to  be  seized,  as  well  as  in  the 
subsequent  proceedings,  as  will  tend  toembarass  and  somewhat  restrict 
the  effective  working  of  this  principle.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  within 
the  limits  now  prescribed,  we  are  sure  of  our  legal  right,  and  can  pro- 
ceed with  that  assurance  and  confidence,  the  want  of  which  before  very 
seriously  paralyzed  our  operations.  And  the  great  principle  that  intox- 
icating liquors  kept  for  unlawful  purposes  are  a nuisance,  is  still  more 
p.laiuh^  and  emphatically  set  forth.  They  are  under  perpetual  sentence 
of  condemnation,  and  can  onl}'  hope  to  find  escape  by  hiding  themselves 
in  obscurity  and  disguising  their  character.  Whether  the  public  prose- 
cutor will  alwaj^s  succeed  or  not  in  his  attempt  to  destroy  the  source 
of  crime  itself,  it  is  henceforth  the  most  insecure  kind  of  property.  No 
large  stocks  can  be  kept  on  hand  accessible  to  observation.  And  we 
call  upon  our  temperance  friends  in  the  city  of  Boston  especially  to  give 
early  and  convincing  lessons  on  this  point  to  the  wholesale  and  ‘ respec- 
table’ dealers  in  the  article. 

We  regard  the  new  provision  originally  found  in  the  Vermont  Law 
and  from  thence  copied  into  the  recent  legislation  of  other  States,  in- 
ducing the  drunkard  to  furnish  evidence  against  the  drunkard-maker, 
iiS  one  eminently  just  aud  humane. 
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But  vre  regard  the  great  feature  of  the  present  law  to  be  the  provision 
making  imprisonment  in  the  House  of  Correction  the  penalty  for  the 
sale  of  every  glass  of  liquor.  Beneficial  in  particular  cases,  as  are  all 
the  other  provisions  of  the  law,  and  to  be  judiciously  resorted  to,  this 
is  after  all,  emphatically  the  working  power  of  the  law.  It  works  both 
by  moral  influence  and  by  legal  coercion.  It  brands  more  distinctly 
than  ever  the  liquor  seller  as  a criminal,  and  warns  him  that  the  prison 
is  before  him  ; while  upon  those  too  hardened  to  listen  to  its  proclama- 
tion, it  lays  its  hand,  and  upon  them  closes  the  door.  Heretofore  to 
effect  the  withdrawal  of  the  actor  from  his  scene  of  ruin,  cutnulative 
convictions  had  to  be  obtained— the  increased  ditHculty  of  which  all  know 
who  have  had  experience  in  the  attempt.  And  this  provision  of  the 
law  is  so  simjile,  that  no  degree  of  legal  acumen  can  hope  to  question 
or  evade  it.  The  absolute  certainty  of  the  punishment  will  make  it  the 
height  of  folly  to  brave  it.  W'e  believe  the  immediate  result  will  be 
the  withdrawal  from  the  ranks  of  sellers  of  a large  and  influential  class. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  address  to  awaken  public  attention  to  the 
importance  of  the  enforcement  of  our  law,  rather  than  to  give  counsel 
as  to  the  special  methods  to  be  pursued.  The  police  of  our  cities  are  the 
body  to  whom  we  ought  to  look  for  the  enforcement  of  this  law,  as  of 
all  our  other  criminal  laws. 

A man  drunk  should  excite  the  same  vigilance  to  detect  the  violation 
of  the  law  as  a man  robbed.  Let  no  community  of  temperance  men 
rest  satisfied  until  the  municipal  authorities  are  brought  up  to  this  point. 
But  where  the}^  will  not  act  efficiently  there  our  friends  must  needs  or- 
ganize and  act  as  prudence  may  best  dictate.  Striking  surely  when 
they  strike  at  all,  acting  not  from  impulse,  but  b}’'  plan  and  seeking  the 
best  detective  and  legal  aid.  Above  all  let  there  be  no  flinching.  Let 
the  Rumsellers  ef  our  State  understand  that  we  are  terribly  alive  in  this 
matter.  The  House  of  Correction  is  not  a place  where  we  should  wish 
to  place  any  of  our  fellow-citizens.  But  it  is  better  to  have  one  rum- 
seller  there,  than  a dozen  of  his  victims.  It  is  better  to  break  up  his 
business  than  to  permit  him  longer  to  break  the  hearts  of  wives  and 
mothers.  It  is  better  to  ruin  his  occupation  than  to  have  him  ruin 
souls.  Ruin  his  occupation  ! Ah,  that  is  true  mercy  ! Not  in  vindic- 
tiveness, but  in  considerate  kindness  to  the  seller  as  well  as  to  his  vic- 
tim would  we  inflict  the  stern  penalties  of  the  law.  If  he  will  slay  his 
brother,  let  our  hand  be  stretched  out  to  wrest  the  knife,  and  if  need 
be  confine  the  arm.  If  there  is  any  truth  in  that  solemn  law  of  retribu- 
tion which  jihilosophy  teaches  and  revelation  authoritatively  confirms, 
the  sinner  is  most  of  all  to  be  pitied  ; and  he  who  with  any  force  prevents 
him  from  adding  to  his  crimes  is  his  truest  benefactor.  Sad  as  it  is  to 
be  a drunkard,  it  is  sadder  to  be  a drunkard-maker.  And  there  is  surely 
an  hour  coming  when  the  latter  will  feel  him  to  be  his  best  friend  who, 
with  whatever  severity  of  penalty,  has  turned  him  effectually  from  his 
work  of  destruction.” 

But  almost  immediately  a distinguislied  lawyer  in  Boston, 
Mr.  Merwin,  was  iound  pronouncing  tlie  law  unconstitution- 
al ; and  Iris  opinion  was  endorsed  by  Messrs.  Choate,  Bart- 
lett and  Loring,  themselves  also  eminent.  Their  objections 
KTo-e  believed  to  be  trifling  in  their  nature  and  even  totallv 
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unfounded  ; still  they  had  an  effect  to  retard,  especially  in 
Boston,  and  other  large  cities,  the  execution  of  justice  and  to 
strengthen  and  encourage  the  dealers  in  liquors.  Liquor 
cases  in  court  were  suspended.  No  juries  could  agree  in  their 
verdicts.  And  yet  so  strong  was  public  sentiment  in  favor 
of  the  law,  that,  in  most  parts  of  the  State,  the  law  was  well 
observed  and  enforced.  In  the  autumnal  election,  a large 
majority  for  the  law  was  returned  to  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  The  entire  liquor  interest  in  the  State  was 
found  to  be  from  10  to  1500,  chiefly  concentrated  at  the  cap- 
ital. To  satisfy  the  public  and  silence  the  clamors  of  oppo- 
nents and  disbelievers,  the  State  Temperance  Committee 
published  a pamphlet,  showing  that  the  law  was  far  from 
being  a failure.  The  following  is  part  of  their  language  : 

The  law  is  NOT  a,  failure.  If  it  had  been,  our  enemies  would  have 
been  the  last  to  complain  of  it.  If  more  liquor  had  been  sold  under  it 
than  under  the  old  system,  they  would  have  been  content.  We  repeat, 
IT  IS  NOT  A FAILURE  ! No ! Though  but  timidly,  and  therefore  imper- 
fectly enforced,  in  most  places  it  has  proved  itself  “ mighty  to  the  pull- 
ing down  of  strongholds.'”  Towns  that  have  resisted  all  previous  ap- 
pliances have  yielded  to  its  power.  The  trafQc  has  been  expended  ; 
buildings  heretofore  occupied  as  dram  shops  have  been  appropriated  to 
other  purposes,  and  Express  men,  who  one  year  ago  kept  the  country  in 
a drunken  hub-bub  by  the  liquor  the}^  bought  in  Boston  and  other  large 
places  and  conveyed  to  their  customers,  have  turned  their  attention  to 
more  honorable  business. 

Considering  the  circumstances  in  which  the  law  has  been  placed,  it 
has  been  highly  successful.  Where  no  proper  effort  has  been  made  to 
enforce  it,  it  is  not  at  fault.  It  cannot  enforce  itself.  It  is  only  a law 
at  best,  and  if  it  is  not  used,  it  can  do  no  good.  But  the  facts  show  that 
where  it  has  been  faithfully  tried,  it  has  succeeded  admirably. 

Much  discouragement  exists  in  the  minds  of  some  persons,  and  much 
noise  is  made  by  the  daily  press  of  Boston,  because  jurors  have  failed  to 
convict  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  cry  is  raised,  “ The  law  is  a 
failure  ! while  in  every  other  county  in  the  State,  where  trials  have  been 
had,  convictions  have  been  obtained,  with  but  very  few  disagreements, 
and  inmost  counties  no  disagreements  at  all.  And  the  result  is,  that  in 
nearly  all  parts  of  the  State,  where  the  municipal  authorities  are  disposed 
to  do  their  duty,  the  traffic  is  thoroughly  rooted  or  driven  into  dark 
holes  and  corners,  away  from  the  observation  of  men. 

The  Franklin  County  Convention  resolved  “ That  the  history  of  the 
past  since  the  enactment  of  the  present  law,  as  seen  in  its  beneficial  ef- 
fects upon  the  community,  in  the  decrease  of  crime,  and  the  prevalence 
of  order  and  quiet  in  our  towns  and  villages,  furnishes  one  among  the 
many  evidences  of  its  utility,  and  importance  of  its  enforcement: — That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  the  anti-liquor  law  has  been  as  well 
sustained  as  other  statutes  against  criminal  offences,  and  while  the  la-ws 
in  this  Commonwealth  against  stealing,  gambling,  rumselling  and  other 
crimes  have  not  entirely  prevented  the  recurrence  of  these  crimes,  they 
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have  so  fully  accomplished  their  design,  that  they  ought  to  be  and  must 
be  sustained.” 

Hampshire  County  Convention  reported  by  towns  as  follows  : 

Amherst,  No  open  selling  of  liquor — a healthy  public  sentiment — the 
people  are  generally  disposed  to  sustain  the  law.” 

Bclchertown,  •“  No  open  selling,  but  the  Irish,  in  some  instances,  had 
sold  secretly.  A strong  body  of  temperance  men  in  town,  also  a strong 
opposition.  One  prosecution  and  conviction.” 

Enfield,  “Healthy  public  sentiment — some  eight  or  ten  prosecutions 
convictions  in  most  cases.” 

Hadle}^  “ Great  improvement — all  substantially  the  same  as  Green 
wich.” 

Granby,  “ No  intoxicating  liquor  sold  in  town — the  people  are  ready 
to  execute  the  law,  if  violated.” 

East  Hampton.  “ No  place  where  liquor  is  publicly  sold — some  foreign- 
ers are  suspected  as  dealers — several  prosecutions  and  convictions — some 
liquor  procured  at  Holyoke — a drunken  man,  however,  is  a rare  sight.” 

Northampton,  ‘‘  No  open  selling  of  liquor — there  are  places  where  per- 
sons— mostly  Irish — sell  clandestinely.  Last  year  seventy  commitments 
to  House  of  Correction,  this  year  twenty-two.” 

Cummington.  “ There  is  no  place  where  liquor  is  publicly  sold.  Some  is 
secretly  sold.  Upon  the  whole,  there  is  great  improvement  since  the 
law  was  in  force.” 

Goshen.  “ Nothing  but  a good  report.  No  liquor  sold  in  town.” 

Hatfield,  “No  place  where  liquor  is  publicly  sold.  Since  the  new  law 
the  Temperance  cause  has  advanced.  Foreigners  are  more  orderly  and 
quiet,  and  the  Sabbath  is  better  observed.” 

NEW  HxVMPSHIRE  IN  THE  FIELD. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1855,  the  Prohiliitoiy  Law  was 
framed  in  lioth  Houses,  and  signed  hy  the  Grovernor.  The 
vote  in  the  Senate  was  10  to  1 ; in  the  House  213  to  50. — 
The  liill  embraced  the  principle  of  search,  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation, with  imprisonment  for  the  second  offence.  It  im- 
posed a fine  of  §50  for  the  first  offence,  and  §50  and  thirty 
days’  imprisonment  for  the  second,  and  §100  fine  and  im- 
jirisonment  of  ninety  days  for  the  third.  It  completed  the 
great  work  in  New  England.  And  in  no  State  did  the  Pro- 
hibitory Law  secure  at  once  a more  general  acquiescence 
than  in  New  Hamjishire.  All  classes  yielded  to  it,  and  the 
happiest  results  at  once  followed.  Said  two  leading  and 
reliable  journals  in  the  State,  six  months  after  its  adoption ; 

“ We  have  cheering  accounts  of  the  good  effects  of  the  new  Prohibi- 
tive law  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  It  is  doing  the  poor  man  good — 
making  glad  the  fireside  of  many  a heretofore  deserted  home.  There  is 
no  great  excitement  about  it,  like  that  which  has  agitated  other  States. 
It  is  quietly  working  good  among  sober,  right-minded  citizens.  Those 
who  visited  our  late  Fair,  were  particularly  impressed  with  its  good  ef- 
fect. At  this  gathering  of  thousands  there  was  observed  but  one  iudi- 
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vicinal  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  The  laboring  man  will  profit  by 
this  law.  If  he  is  unable  to  obtain  what  he  has  long  been  accustomed  to 
indulge  in.  he  will  soon  learn  to  do  without  it ; thereby  saving  a large 
portion  of  his  weekly  wages,  and  giving  bread  and  happiness  to  his 
household. 

The  law  is  what  every  industrious  and  moral  man  in  the  State  de- 
sires; it  is  not  harsh  nor  impracticable,  but  moderate  and  lenient  for 
first  offences.  The  people  desired  such  a law,  and  it  should  be 
obeyed.” 

We  hear  but  one  opinion  from  the  friends  of  the  law  as  to  its  opera- 
tion. True,  we  have  not  intelligence  from  all  the  towns  in  the  State, 
but  in  all  the  larger  towns  and  villages  the  evidence  is  all  one  way.— 
And  so,  we  have  no  doubt,  it  will  be  through  the  entire  State.  The  ex- 
pectations of  the  friends  of  the  law  thus  far  have  been  more  than 
realized. 

We  have  every  reason  to  take  courage,  and  go  about  the  important 
work  before  us  with  determination.  Vv’^e  are  certainly  safe  in  saying 
that  the  liquor  trafiic  has  greatly  decreased — more  than  half  since  the 
law  went  into  effect ; and  from  all  we  can  learn,  we  believe  the  law  is 
more  generally  enforced  in  New  Hampshire  than  in  any  other  State  in 
the  Union.” 

And  the  same  to  this  hour  is  the  general  report. 

RHODE  ISLAND  PERSEVERING. 

In  all  her  elections,  Ehode  Island  has  been  true  to  tem- 
perance ; hut  in  her  two  principal  cities,  there  has  been 
great  remissness  in  enforcing  her  laws.  Yet,  through  the 
State,  the  Prohibitory  legislation  has  accomplished  great 
good.  Hear  the  testimony  of  a gentleman  who  has  held  the 
high  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  Hon.  W.  B.  Watson  : 

The  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law,  generally  known  as  the  Maine  Law, 
has  been  in  operation  in  this  State  about  two  years  and  a half.  Its  ef- 
fects, I cannot  doubt,  have  been  greatly  to  diminish  crime,  pauperism, 
misery,  and  that  long  and  dark  catalogue  of  moral,  social  and  physical 
evils  which  result  from  intemperance.  The  statistics  of  State-prisons, 
poor-houses  and  lunatic  asylums,  here  as  well  as  every  where  else,  con- 
clusively show,  that  a very'  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  those 
abodes  of  misery,  are  the  sad  victims  of  this,  the  greatest  of  the  evils 
that  afflict  our  country.  Whatever,  therefore,  operates  to  diminish  in- 
temperance, must  necessarily  largely  and  efficiently  contribute  to  relieve 
society  from  its  terrible  consequences.  As  intemperance  diminishes, 
the  number  of  State  offences  decreases,  and  the  moneys  worse  than 
wasted  by  individuals  in  intoxicating  drinks,  goes  to  purchase  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  The  cases  of  abject  poverty,  broken  constitutions,  ruined 
reputations  and  blasted  hopes,  in  many  instances  the  immediate  exciting 
causes  of  insanity  and  raving  madness,  are  proportionally  lessened.  The 
moral  and  social  condition  of  the  community  is  thus  improved  and  ele- 
vated. The  Sabbath  is  better  observed,  the  attendance  upon  public  wor- 
ship is  increased,  and  individual  comfort  and  public  prosperity  promoted. 
liM  ve  been  the  salutary  effects  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Maine  Law 
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in  this  State.  Its  fruits  have  been  good,  and  the  blessings  of  health,  happi- 
ness. and  peace  ; of  drunkards  redeemed  and  restored  to  their  friends  ; of 
scattered  families  re-united  and  made  happy  ; of  neighborhoods  riotous 
and  disorderly  made  quiet — which  flow  from  it,  would  seem  to  attest  the 
sanction  of  a higher  Power,  and  demonstrate  its  accordance  with  natu- 
ral and  Divine  laws.” 

CONNECTICUT,  THE  BANNER  STATE. 

The  very  full  report  of  the  results  of  the  Prohibitory  Law 
in  Connecticut,  in  its  first  year,  given  in  our  last  annual  Ee- 
port,  renders  further  details  in  this  unnecessary  ; excepting  to 
say,  that  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  law  nor  in  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  and  an  onward  progress  is  realized 
in  its  beneficial  operations.  Several  State  and  county 
meetings  have  been  held,  at  which  minute  reports  have 
been  made  ; and  while  the  natural  relaxation  is  allowed  in 
efforts  to  preserve  an  object  gained  at  great  cost,  and  the  in- 
terminable effort  of  liquor  dealers  to  smuggle  in  and  retail 
their  poisons  in  dark  holes  and  in  unprincipled  portions  of 
the  State,  are  considered,  every  thing  apjiears  most  encour- 
aging for  temperance.  At  a State  Convention  held  at  Mid- 
dletown in  January  last,  the  following  questions  which  had 
been  previously  sent,  to  a considerable  extent,  to  the  dif- 
ferent towms  in  the  State,  were  propounded  to  delegates  for 
answers  : 

1.  Has  drunkenness  diminished  in  the  town  since  the  enactment  of 
the  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law  ? 

2.  Has  there  been  any  increase  of  numbers  in  attendance  upon  pub 
lie  worship  on  the  Sabbath  ? 

3.  Is  there  more  quiet  and  good  order  in  the  streets  at  night  1 

4.  Is  the  Sabbath  more  quiet  and  better  observed  ? 

5.  flas  the  condition  of  persons  and  families  formerly  intemperate 
been  improved  ? 

G.  Have  the  expenses  for  the  support  of  the  town’s  poor  been  dimin- 
ished, and  how  much?  Have  other  expenses  of  the  town  been  dimin- 
ished 1 

7.  How  many  town’s  poor  were  there  in  the  town  before  the  law  was 
enacted,  and  how  many  at  the  present  time  7 

8.  Is  there  any  open  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  town  7 How 
many  places  for  their  sale  before  the  law  Was  enacted  7 

9.  Have  the  demands  for  private  charity  been  diminished  7 

10.  Have  street  begging  and  vagrancy  been  diminished  7 

11.  Have  the  sales  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  by  the 
merchants  in  your  town,  been  increased  7 

12.  Has  the  agency  for  the  sale  of  liquors,  provided  for  by  law,  been 
of  any  expense  to  the  town  7 If  so,  how  much  7 

13.  Have  the  prosecutions  for  violations  of  the  law  been  any  expens® 
to  the  town  7 If  so,  how  much  7 
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14.  Have  the  physicians  of  the  town  been  called  upon  to  attend  the 
families  of  the  intemperate  as  frequently  as  formerly  ? Are  casualties 
as  frequent  as  formerly "? 

15.  Have  there  been  as  many  persons  committed  to  jail,  since  the 
enactment  of  the  law,  as  before  ? How  many  of  those  committed  have 
been  for  drunkenness  and  selling  Jquor  ? 

The  answers  to  these  questions  made  by  honest  men,  who 
had  no  motive  to  deceive,  and  could  not  deceive  without 
detection,  })Ut  to  silence  all  the  fixlsehoods  and  cavils  which 
had  been  sent  abroad  and  published  by  designing  politi- 
cians and  a false,  malignant  press. 

A distinguished  jhiysician  in  one  of  the  principal  cities 
of  the  State,  testifies  : 

“ Having  been  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  this  place  for  many  years, 
I have  been  well  acquainted  with  most  of  the  families  that  were  cursed 
with  the  evils  of  intemperance.  I have  been  an  ej^e  and  ear  witness  of 
their  sorrows  and  the  hopelessness  of  their  woes.  During  the  cold  sea- 
son of  the  year,  their  want  of  sufficient  clothing,  fuel,  and  food,  have 
rendered  them  an  easy  prey  to  many  and  dangerous  diseases.  These 
caused  a heavy  draft  on  my  time  ; and,  owing  to  the  want  of  the  neces- 
sary comforts  for  sickness,  taxed  my  s_ympathies  most  severely. 

This  is  all  changed  now  ! Where  were  formerly  squallid  wretched- 
ness and  want,  there  is  now  found  comfort  and  all  things  needful  for  a 
state  of  sickness.  The  amount  of  disease  requiring  medical  attendance 
in  those  families,  is  not  one-tenth  what  it  was  when  rum  constituted 
the  largest  item  of  family  stores.  Of  the  hundreds  of  families  that  I 
have  known,  into  which  rum  had  entered  with  all  its  baneful  influences, 
any  one  of  them  experienced  more  untold  misery,  vainly  attempted  to 
be  relieved,  than  all  I have  knowm  put  together,  since  that  glorious  law 
was  enacted.” 

Clergymen  of  all  denominations  in  tlie  State  have  given 
support  to  tbe  law  ; they  have  been  constant  attendants 
upon  temperance  meetings  ; the  whole  of  the  religious  ele- 
ment of  society  has  been  mingled  with  the  temperance 
operation  ; and  so  ])opular  is  the  cause,  that,  in  the  last  po- 
litical campaign,  the  repeal  of  the  law  was  not  made  an 
argument  for  a cliange  of  the  existing  administration. 

DELAWARE  IN  THE  FIRE- 

The  Prohibitory  law  of  Delaware  is  now  undergoing  a se- 
vere ordeal  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  Its  consti- 
tutionality will  be  severely  tested  ; but  its  friends  are  confi- 
dent of  a full  triumph.* 

* The  decision  has  since  bee*'  made  in  favor  of  the  perfect  constitutionality 
of  the  law.  From  this  there  is  no  appeal. 
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MICHIGAN  ERECT. 

Tlie  Proliibitory  Law  of  1854  was  fully  sustained  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  its  supreinacy  was  fully  asserted  and 
sustained.  In  Detroit  50  ju'osecutions  were  commenced  and 
27  convictions  were  bad  before  justices  of  the  peace.  Still 
aippeals  were  made  and  great  expectations  were  lield  forth 
tliat  the  law  would  be  pronounced  void.  The  enemies  of 
the  law  became  emboldened,  while  its  friends,  in  some  mea- 
sure, quailed.  This  led  the  State  Central  Committee,  in 
August  last,  to  issue  an  address  in  which  they  said  ; 

'•  No  difTiculty  has  yet  been  eAperiencecl  in  any  of  these  courts  in  con- 
victing' any  flei'endant  upon  reasonable  testimony,  excepting  in  one  case, 
■wliich  has  been  appealed  by  the  prosecutors.  Seme  ten  or  twelve  cases 
are  still  pending,  and  new  ones  are  constant!}’  being  commenced.  The 
friends  of  the  cause  in  this  city  have  never  had  any  thought  of  awaiting 
any  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  representations  of  the  [)apers 
to  this  effect  are  without  foundation  in  fact,  and  may  be  i)ronounced 
reckless  of  the  truth.  We  understand  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a good  citi- 
zen to  obey  the  law,  until  he  is  released  from  its  obligations  by  the  de- 
cision of  a tribunal  having  sufficient  authority. 

The  statements  of  the  news|)apers  and  other  parties  that  the  traffic 
is  unrestrained  in  this  city  are  also  folse.  Some  persons  here,  and  not 
a few  from  the  country,  have  dottbtless  seen  no  restraint  in  certain 
quarters  for  the  reason  that  the  violators  of  the  law  could  rest  confi- 
dently in  the  unwillingness  of  the  guzzlers  to  bear  testimony.  Some 
such,  however,  have  already  been  oldiged  to  become  unwilling  witnesses, 
and  others  will  be  called  upon  in  due  course.  A very  large  jiroportion 
of  those  formerly  engaged  in  selling  liquors  have  honestly  obeyed  the 
law.  The  reckless  contemners  of  the  laws  of  their  country,  and  ot  en- 
lightened public  opinion,  will  be  obliged  in  their  turn  to  do  homage  to 
the  majesty  of  the  law. 

It  is  no  compliment  to  the  Snpreme  Court  for  any  one  to  hope  for  a 
reversal  of  their  clear  decision,  made  in  1854,  sustaining  the  povver  of 
the  State  to  prohibit  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 
The  same  point  has  been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  every  State  where  the  subject  has  been  passed  upon. 
There  is  no  bland  influence  in  all  the  attorneys  in  the  Union,  and  no 
terrors  in  all  the  indignation  of  pot-house  politicians,  to  control  or 
corrupt  the  judges.  The  people  may  rest  with  confidence  in  a decision, 
once  intelligently  made,  by  a body  of  upright  and  able  judges. 

We  recommend  no  ill-tempered  or  unnecessarily  stringent  measures  ; 
but  we  insist  that  the  friends  of  law  and  public  order  shall  firmly  and 
diligently  enforce  the  penalties  of  the  law.  This  will  be  more  potent 
than  hard  words  ; and  a speedy  and  impartial  enforcement  of  the  pro- 
h'bition,  wi'l  be  found  the  most  enlightened  kindness  even  to  the  de- 
fendants themselves.” 

The  year  has  been  one  of  continued  conflict,  hut  in  March 
the  conflict  was  terminated  by  a decision  of  the  Supreme 
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Court  ill  favor  of  tire  perfect  constitutionality  of  the  Pro- 
hibitory laTv,  only  one  out  of  the  eight  Supreme  Judges 
dissentins:.  The  decision  ivas  received  hv  all  the  friends  of 
the  law  with  great  enthusiasm. 

OTI-IEU  STATES. 

Other  States  are  not  without  interesting  memorials  for 
the  year.  In  New  Jersey  the  Prohibitory  law  was  lost  by  a 
tie  vote  of  24  to  24.  In  Ohio  great  efforts  have  been  made 
to  establish  a liottcr  law  than  the  present.  In  Illinois,  the 
temperance  party  were  lieaten  by  a majority  of  14,000, 
chieliy  foreign  votes  ; lint  not  disheartened,  tlie  friends  of 
the  cause  have  continued  in  the  held.  Rev.  R.  S.  Cramp- 
ton  is  employed  as  an  agent  and  lecturer  in  the  State,  and 
10,000  of  Youman’s  Scientihc  Basis  of  Prohibition  iiave 
lieen  circulated.  In  Iowa  the  constitutionality  of  the  Pro- 
hibitoiy  Law  lias  lieen  sustained  by  the  highest  courts,  and 
is  well  enforced.  Wisconsin,  through  the  vote  of  Governor 
Barstow,  is  witliout  a Proliibitory  law.  In  the  Carolinas 
neov  excitement  has  been  produced  by  the  eloquence  and 
efforts  of  Gen.  S.  F.  Cary.  In  Tennessee,  some  slight  ad- 
vances have  been  made  in  the  character  of  its  laws.  In 
Georgia,  strong  ground  has  lieen  taken  for  Prohibitory  law. 
In  Texas,  sixty-eight  lodges  of  the  Order  of  Good  Samari- 
tans and  Daughters  of  Temperance  are  now  established,  and 
reported  as  in  good  working  concRtion.  A new  license  law 
has  been  enacted  and  is  soon  to  go  into  operation.  In  Ore- 
gon the  cry  is  raised  for  ])rohibition,  and  public  sentiment 
is  increasing  in  its  favor.  In  California  are  8,000  Sons  of 
Temperance,  and  their  entire  force  is  for  a Maine  Law.  A 
great  spirit  of  reading  pervades  the  community,  and  a large 
number  of  temperance  ]uil)lications  have  been  ordered  and 
scattered.  The  Rev.  J.  S.  Diehl,  the  indefatigable  Tem- 
perance Agent,  has  done  great  things. 

Temperance  rules  on  the  deep.  The  American  whaler 
and  merchantman  have  no  regular  spirit  rations  on  board. 
This  relic  of  barbarism  is  only  the  disgrace  of  our  gallant 
navy  ; and  from  thence  it  is  occasionally  cast  out  by  bold 
and  energetic  officers.  On  a presentation  of  a religious  li- 
brary to  a national  ship  at  Norfolk,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Foote,  as  no  place  could  be  found  for  it,  by  general 
consent,  the  spirit-room  was  cleared  out,  and  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  occupies  the  jJace.  In  the  year  1830,  the  tonnage 
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of  American  vessels  was  1,191,776  tons  ; the  nutnher  of 
seamen  and  watermen  under  the  American  flag,  including 
those  of  the  Navy,  a little  over  90,000.  In  1855  the  ton- 
nage was  5,212,000  tons  ; seamen  and  boatmen  400,000. 
At  the  end  of  this  century  who  can  tell  their  nuinher,  and 
what  will  he  their  character  ? The  universal  testimony  is 
that,  year  by  year,  they  are  growing  worse  and  worse  ; and 
what  is  the  cause  but  rum  ; — the  landlord  system,  which 
in  our  vast  seaports,  debases  these  noble  men  to  brutes, 
strips  them  of  their  wages  and  sends  them  to  pasture  upon 
the  green  seas.  A voice  of  wailing  comes  up  from  the  sea 
for  a Prohibitory  law,  which  shall  break  up  all  these  dens  of 
infamy.  The  Mariners’  Society  in  New  York  is  in  active 
operation,  doing  what  it  can  to  rescue  and  save.  More  than 
thirty  thousand  have  signed  its  pledge.  The  chaplain  of 
the  Port  Society  reports  531  in  the  past  year.  Seamens’ 
temperance  tracts  are  read  with  eagerness. 

The  ministers  and  churches  throughout  the  United  States 
are  now,  with  few  exceptions  among  the  conservative  classes, 
the  friends  and  advocates  both  of  the  abstinence  and  prohi- 
bitory principle.  When  demanded,  the  pulpit  is  at  the 
service  of  the  cause  ; and  when  occasion  calls  for  it,  public 
religious  bodies  are  ready  to  give  it  their  sanction.  At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
the  Eev.  Dr.  Cox,  one  of  the  leading  divines,  said  : 

“ He  hoped  no  adjournment  would  be  had  until  the  S3‘nod  had  ex- 
pressed its  views  of  the  Prohihitor}*  Law  in  connection  with  the  cau=e 
of  Temperance.  He  said  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  are  disposed  to 
think  prohibitory  legislation  novel,  complicated  and  difficult.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  adopt  a course  of  rigid  censure  against  those  members 
of  the  judiciary  who  had  pronounced  the  Maine  Law  unconstitutional ; 
manj’'  of  those  Judges  were  professing  Christians  and  elders  in  our 
churches,  although  it  had  been  intimated  that,  in  rendering  their  deci- 
sion, their  judicial  vision  had  been  impaired  because  they  saw  ‘ throush 
a glass  darkly.’  He  reverenced  the  Constitution,  he  said,  but  if  the 
Constitution  was  antagonistic  to  the  passage  of  a law  prohibiting  the 
traffic  in  intoxicating  drinks,  then  he  wanted  a new  one.  His  heart 
was  pained  when  he  saw  hell  being  filled  with  victims  through  drunk- 
enness. Rum  as  a beverage  he  regarded  as  an  immense  evil,  and  that 
the  Synod  might  he  heard  in  relation  to  it,  he  offered  the  following : 

Resolved.  That  this  Synod  continue  to  view  with  deep  interest  the 
progress  of  the  temperance  reformation,  most  intimately  connected  with 
the  vital  interests  of  man  for  time  and  eternity  ; and  they  do  especially 
hail  its  new  phase  through  the  action  of  several  State  Legislatures,  by 
which  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  as  a beverage  is  entirely  prohi- 
bited. They  commend  the  new  system  of  legislation  to  the  attention 
of  all  ministers  and  churches  connected  with  this  body,  for  its  blessed 
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results  already  experienced  ; and  as  able,  if  universally  adopted,  to  do 
much  to  seal  up  the  great  fountains  of  intemperance,*  pauperism  and 
crime,  and  relieve  humanity  of  one  of  its  most  demoralizing  and  dis- 
tressing evils. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted.” 

Sunday  schools,  embracing  some  half  a million  of  children 
and  youth,  are  all  trained  on  temperance  principles  ; and 
every  Home  Missionary  over  the  broad  West,  is  an  able  and 
faithful  advocate  of  abstinence  and  reform.  What  has  been 
done  by  this  cause  for  our  nation  and  the  world,  and  what, 
if  sustained,  it  is  capable  of  doing,  is  not  easily  told  ; and 
what  the  great  work  now  before  the  friends  of  the  cause  is ; 
what  the  demand  for  moral  action  as  well  as  legal  protec- 
tion to  save  millions  of  property  from  being  wasted,  and 
.500,000  of  our  citizens  of  each  generation  from  drunkenness, 
is  beyond  our  estimate.  It  is  enough,  with  all  its  responsi- 
bilities, to  make  an  angel  tremlde. 

Tlie  Law  of  Temperance  shines  not  upon  one  city  or  one 
land  alone,  but  is  now  blessing  States  and  nations,  widely 
separated.  In  Canada,  prosperity  attends  the  cause.  The 
determination  to  have  a Prohibitory  law,  is  strong  and  gen- 
eral. Notwithstanding  the  late  sudden  and  unexpected 
decision  against  the  Prohibitory  law  by  a majority  of  one 
in  the  Legislative  Assembly,  the  petitioners  for  it  that  ses- 
sion numbered  102,000  signatures,  against  80,000  last  year, 
whilst  the  petitioners  against  it  only  nimibered  4000,  not- 
withstanding all  the  efforts  of  the  rumsellers  among  their 
customers.  The  Province  of  New  Brunswick  is  blessed  with 
a Prohibitory  law  under  sanction  of  the  Queen,  surpassing 
in  completeness  any  adopted  in  th-e  States.  Most  impor- 
tant imju’ovements  have  already  resulted  from  it,  and  it  has 
the  support  of  the  Christian  and  sober  community  ; but 
hostility  from  the  Grovernor  and  those  interested  in  the  trade 
is  threatening  its  speedy  overthrow. 

In  Great  Britain  the  movement  in  the  last  has  greatly 
surpassed  all  former  years.  The  expenditure  of  £78,240,000 
in  a single  year  for  spirits,  British  and  foreign,  and  beer  ; 
the  amount  of  pauperism  and  crime  its  certain  result,  and 
the  fearful  destruction  of  the  troops  in  the  Crimea  by  strong 
drink,  havm  roused  the  nation.  More  than  a thousand 
public  meetings  have  been  held  in  England  for  the  dehvery 
of  lectures  and  addresses,  which  have  been  attended  by  an 
aggregate  of  200,000  hearers,  and  v^ast  numbers  have  signed 
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tte  pledge.  Domiciliary  visitation  and  the  circulation  of 
tracts  have  surpassed  former  periods  ; and  in  the  Bands  of 
Hope,  thousands  of  children  have  been  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  temperance  principles.  The  National  Tem- 
perance Society  and  the  London  Temperance  League  have 
become  united  under  one  appellation — “ The  National  Tem- 
perance League.”  The  Maine  Law  Alliance,  located  at 
Manchester,  continues  its  extraordinary  and  energetic  la- 
bors ; filling  the  kingdom  with  its  tracts,  papers  and  lec- 
tures. Grentlemen  of  the  first  rank  take  part  in  its  delibera- 
tions, and  in  disseminating  its  Maine  Law  principles.  The 
British  Association  in  the  North,  has  assumed  unusual  life 
and  activity.  The  Scottish  Temperance  League  at  Glas- 
gow, has  performed,  in  the  year,  an  astonishing  amount  of 
labor.  The  aggregate  of  lectures  delivered  has  been  2,500. 
In  its  Tract  system,  the  monthly  distribution  has  reached 
50,000.  It  commenced  a short  time  since  with  12,000. — 
The  last  New  Year’  Tract  reached  110,000.  The  mem- 
bership for  the  year  has  been  5,261  individuals,  and  333  so- 
cieties— an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
pages  issued  in  the  eleven  months  previous  to  April  1,  was 
14,025,482,  and  the  weight  fully  twelve  tons.  The  sum  re- 
ceived for  publications  was  £2,417  16s.  3 l-2d.,  and  the 
whole  income  £4,328  9s.  Id.  The  United  Presbyterian 
Personal  Abstinence  Society  contains  177  ministers,  9 for- 
eign missionaries,  and  a large  body  of  elders.  Of  188  divin- 
ity students,  130  are  enrolled  abstainers.  In  other  denomi- 
nations are  143  ministers.  The  University  Societies  have 
350  members.  A great  diminution  of  drinking  and  drunk- 
enness in  Scotland,  has  resulted  from  Mr.  Forbes  Macken- 
zie’s Act.  In  Edinburgh,  the  total  drunken  police  cases, 
between  eight  on  Sunday  mornings  and  eight  on  Monday 
mornings,  (hours  which  include  all  that  get  drunk  on  Sun- 
day,) were,  in  1855,  only  143,  instead  of  709  and  648  in 
1852  and  1853.  Nor  was  this  in  any  degree  a transfer  of 
the  drinking  to  other  days  ; for  on  these  other  days  there 
were  about  one-ninth  fewer  cases  than  before.  The  total 
diminution  in  the  year  was  about  1,700,  or  nearly  one-fifth, 
of  the  whole.  Similar  results  have  been  obtained  every 
where  throughout  the  kingdom,  except  in  a few  localities 
where  the  authorities  have  culpably  neglected  to  enforce  the 
law.  The  Sabbath-breaking  publicans  have  suffered  severely, 
and  the  closing  earlier  and  opening  later  on  other  days,  ha» 
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told  much  on  all  the  trade.  While  in  England  and  Ireland 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  publicans,  (venders,)  in  Scot- 
land there  has  been  a decrease  of  700.  Throughout  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  sale  of  liquors  has  greatly  diminished. 
Ill  1855  the  consumption  of  spirits  was  diminished  four 
million  gallons — one-half  million  in  England,  one-quarter 
million  in  Scotland,  and  nearly  two  and  a quarter  millions 
in  Ireland.  Tlie  consumption  of  malt  liquor  is  also  much 
less.  The  liquor  dealers  have  become  alarmed,  and  have 
associated  to  influence  legislation  in  their  behalf  The 
newspapers,  themagazines,  the  “Westminster,”  “Blackwood” 
have  teemed  with  the  most  virulent  articles  against  the 
cause — a sign  of  good  progress.  But  these  have  been  met 
l)y  most  able  replies  from  men  like  Mr.  Hill,  Recorder  of 
Birmingham,  Ur.  F.  R.  Lees,  and  others.  Temperance 
newsjiapers  and  pamphlets  increase  in  circulation,  and  a 
part  of  the  newspaper  press  is  ready  to  support  the  cause. 
Kumerous  sermons  are  preached  in  its  behalf,  and  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England 
and  in  Scotland  are  its  bold  advocates.  Said  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Guthrie,  at  a late  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  University 
Temperance  Association  : 

I am  both  pleased  and  proud  when  I rise  in  the  mornings  now,  to 
see  the  publican’s  shop  dark,  and  to  hear,  while  it  has  yet  its  shutters 
on,  the  sound  of  the  honest  shoemaker’s  and  blacksmith’s  hammer.  I 
hope  that  we  shall  have  a greater  reformation  wrought  in  these  places 
than  has  yet  been  achieved.  I would  have  them  as  they  are  now — the 
last  to  open,  also  the  first  to  shut.  (Cheers.)  I would  also  give  them 
the  full  benefit  of  all  the  holidays  that  other  people  have  got.  The  pub- 
lican cannot  be  too  much  away  from  his  dreadful  trade.  In  fact,  it 
would  not  be  too  much  to  ask  by  and  bye  to  have  them  shut  altogether  as 
public  nuisances.  We  do  not  tolerate  the  teaching  of  theft.  Why, 
then,  shoidd  loe  tolerate  the  making  of  drunkards  7 Really,  it  is  time 
DOW'  that  we  had  done  with  this  drinking  system.  I look  at  its  enor- 
mous cost  to  the  country.  It  would  be  cheaper  to  pension  off  the  whole 
of  the  present  race  of  publicans,  than  to  permit  them  to  continue  the 
sale  of  their  liquid  fire.  I suppose  we  must  now  pension  them  off ; for. 
as  the  war  is  over,  we  cannot  send  them  to  the  Crimea.  Indeed,  I do 
not  think  there  would  be  many  of  the  five  hundred  red  noses  that  my 
friend  Mr.  Arnot  met  in  Glasgow,  who  would  have  pluck  enough  for 
such  work  as  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  brave  men  who  bore  the  banner  of 
Britain  so  nobly  in  that  terrible  struggle.  Yet  talk  of  the  Crimea,  the 
Redan,  and  Sebastopol  ! — talk  of  the  waste  of  blood  and  treasure  that 
has  resulted  from  that  contest ! — it  sinks  into  nothingness  when  set  side 
by  side  with  the  fearful  loss,  both  of  character  and  capital,  which  is  an- 
nually sustained  by  the  strong  drink  trafBc.  Quit  you,  then,  like  men, 
in  this  conflict.  Remember  that  upon  its  issue  depends  the  future  of 
our  fatherland.  It  is  for  you  to  say  whether  that  future  shall  beencom- 
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passed  with  clouds  and  darkness,  or  whether  all  above  us  and  around 
us  shall  be  the  serene  ether.” 

In  tlie  death  of  the  Hon.  James  Silk  Buckingham,  the 
cause  in  England  and  the  world  has  met  with  a severe  loss. 
He  expired  on  the  30th  of  June,  aged  sixty-eight. 

In  Continental  Europe  there  is  less  encouraging  than 
there  .was  years  ago.  An  enormous  amount  of  intoxicating 
liquors  is  consumed,  leading  to  debauchery,  poverty,  and 
horrid  crime.  A few  societies  are  existing  in  Holland,  Swe- 
den, Norway  and  Glermany  ; and  some  attempts  have  been 
made  in  Holland  and  Sweden  to  hind  the  traffic  in  chains. 

Wherever  Christian  commerce  now  goes,  and  v/herever  the 
Gospel  is  planted,  there  is  a knowledge  and  some  practice 
of  our  principles.  In  Liberia,  and  at  Port  Natal,  in  Africa  ; 
in  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  other  islands  of  the  sea  ; in 
Australia  and  many  of  the  dark  and  benighted  nations,  tem- 
perance has  become  a well  known  law  for  the  peace  and 
comfort  of  mankind  and  the  saving  of  souls. 

The  South  India  Temperance  Journal  is  continued  at 
Madras,  and  occasionally  valuable  reports  reach  us  from 
Bombay.  In  India,  the  strides  of  intemperance  through  the 
British  system  of  license  and  against  the  Hindoo  remon- 
strance are  frightful ; and  unless  speedily  met  from  Christian 
influence  at  home  must  result  in  great  devastation. 

Mr.  President,  Members  of  the  American  Temperance 
Union,  Presidents  and  Officers  of  all  State  Temperance  So- 
cieties, the  Executive  Committee  congratulate  you  on  the 
return  of  another  Anniversary.  While  most  of  the  original 
societies  and  associations  have  passed  away,  and  with  them 
many  who  labored  long  and  hard  in  our  cause,  by  the  help 
of  God,  we  continue  ; and  though  we  have  nothing  to  boast 
of  in  the  labors  of  the  past  year,  we  have  been  able  to  do 
something  for  which  to  be  grateful.  The  ordinary  periodi- 
cals have  been  continued  by  the  Committee.  Tracts  have 
been  published  and  circulated,  but  not  to  so  wide  an  extent 
as  in  former  years.  Donations  to  aid  in  their  operations 
they  thankfully  acknowledge,  to  the  amount  of  81,587  26. 
With  a tithe  of  the  money  which  goes  to  support  the  pau- 
pers and  criminals  reduced  and  maddened  by  our  dram-shops, 
a mighty  influence  could  be  exerted.  During  the  past  sea- 
son, our  Secretary  has  accompanied  and  aided  Mr.  John  B. 
Gough,  our  friend  and  fellow  worker,  returned  from  his  suc- 
cessful labors  i i Great  Britain,  in  two  important  excursions  ; 
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Holding  more  than  forty  public  meetings,  sis  of  which  were 
in  the  capitals  of  our  State  and  nation.  At  one  of  tlie  lat- 
ter, the  President  of  the  United  States,  several  of  the  Heads 
of  Departments,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Members 
ot  Congress  and  princij)al  citizens  of  Washington  were  ju’e- 
sent,  listening  with  deepest  interest  to  the  pleas  for  tempe- 
rance. A fruit  of  these  meetings,  which  the  Committee 
gratefully  acknowledge,  has  been  a relief  from  debts  by 
which  they  have  long  been  emliarrassed  ; and  while  now, 
at  the  end  of  twenty  years’  lalior,  they  owe  no  man  anything, 
tliey  owe  to  the  country  and  the  world  all  they  are,  to  relieve 
tliem  from  the  unparalleled  evils  of  intemperance,  and  they 
ask  continued  aid  from  their  friends  and  the  public.  In  the 
jiast  year,  our  Secretary  has  revised  and  repuldished  the 
Permanent  Temperance  Documents,  the  best  Temperance 
History  extant,  and  is  now  meeting  an  order  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  public  Instruction  in  Indiana  to  place  a set  in 
every  school  library  in  that  State.  He  has  also  succeeded 
in  introducing  them  into  about  400  libraries  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  Could  they  be  placed  in  every  school  libraiy, 
it  is  believed  it  would  be  of  great  juiblic  benefit. 

Did  time  and  space  permit,  the  Committee  would  gladly 
recount  the  labors  of  State  Societies,  auxiliary  to  the  Union, 
many  of  which,  especially  those  of  New- York  and  Connec- 
ticut, have  been  great  and  important,  Also  the  labors  of 
the  numerous  Orders  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  Tem- 
plars, and  the  like,  are  true  and  active  in  the  cause. 

In  October  last.  Chancellor  Walworth,  long  the  distin- 
guished and  beloved  President  of  the  Union,  resigned  his 
office,  and  the  late  Chief  Justice  Savage  of  Utica,  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  place.  But  he,  unwilling  to  assume  any  new 
responsibilities  in  his  advanced  age,  has  also  recently  de- 
clined serving.  And  anxious  to  fill  the  vacancy  before  the 
occurrence  of  this  Anniversary,  the  Committee  sought  the 
services  of  the  Hon.  Oeorge  N.  Briggs,  late  Glovernor  of 
Massachusetts,  and  long  distinguished  for  his  devotedness  to 
the  cause.  They  have  this  morning  received  from  him  a note 
signifying  his  readiness  to  serve  as  our  President,  but  ex- 
jiressing  his  regret  at  not  being  able  to  be  present  on  this 
occasion. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  are  confident  that,  through 
the  divine  goodness,  amid  many  perplexities  and  trials,  there 
has  been  in  the  year  past  a good  advance  in  our  cause  in 
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tlie  world.  The  nations  of  the  earth  are  more  and  more 
appreciating;  aright  its  principles  and  prizing  its  results. 
While  avarice  and  sensualitj''  and  cold-hearted  selfishness 
frown  upon  it,  as  an  interference  with  the  natural  rights 
and  liberties  of  men  ; philanthropists,  patriots  and  Christians 
hail  it  as  the  deliverer  of  the  world  from  the  most  o-allino; 
tyranny.  It  must  and  will  go  on  from  strength  to  strength. 
In  the  midst  of  twenty-five  millions  of  intelligent  freemen 
is  our  field  of  labor.  These  millions,  with  their  children 
and  their  children’s  children,  are  to  he  protected  and  pre- 
served, and  led  in  the  paths  of  self-denial  and  obedience  to 
the  great  moral  and  physical  laws  of  Him  who  gave  them 
being.  Wliat  we  do,  we  must  do  with  our  might.  Througli 
the  power  of  our  foreign  jiopulation  and  the  great  spirit  of 
gain  in  the  country,  and  the  rise  of  a generation  of  young 
men  who  have  come  up  strangers  to  our  princijiles  and  re- 
straints, there  may  be  an  increase  of  intemperance  ; but  the 
Committee  are  confident  that  the  temperance  feeling  v/as 
never  stronger  with  us  than  it  now  is  ; and  we  can  say  to 
our  friends  in  foreign  lands  and  around  the  globe,  that 
it  is  the  firm  and  determined  resolution  of  the  friends 
of  the  cause  throughout  these  United  States,  to  perse- 
vere in  their  work,  until  they  have  rid  the  land  of  the 
great  nurseries  of  pauperism  and  crime,  the  dram-shops  and 
drinking  houses  ; and  shall  have  induced  the  entire  nation 
to  the  free  and  voluntary  adojition  and  practice  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  personal  abstinence  from  all  that  intoxicates,  mad- 
dens, and  destroys. 
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The  twentieth  Anniversary  of  the  American  Temperance  Union  was 
celebrated  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  in  Fourteenth  Street,  on  Thursday 
evening,  the  10th  of  May  ; the  Rev.  Dr.  Tjmg,  one  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dents, in  the  Chair.  Notwithstanding  a severe  storm,  a numerous  and 
highly  intelligent  audience  were  assembled.  On  taking  the  chair.  Dr. 
T3mg  opened  the  meeting  with  a neat  and  forcible  address,  in  which  he 
dwelt  upon  the  prospects  of  the  Temperance  cause,  declaring  that  its 
friends  are  not  discouraged  bj^  the  temporary  defeats  the_y  have  been  called 
to  encounter.  With  the  exception  of  the  State  of  Maine,  which  now 
clothes  her  flag  in  mourning  for  the  momentary  downfall  of  her  famous 
law,  but  from  which  blow  she  will  recover  and  come  forth  in  renewed 
strength  and  beaut}',  the  whole  of  New  England — the  mother,  he  might 
say,  of  all  our  strength  and  power  of  reformation — has  been  the  scene  of 
hope  and  confidence  throughout  the  year  that  has  gone  by.  But  when 
we  come  to  our  own  Empire  State,  how  sad  has  been  our  disappoint- 
ment ! We  seem  to  have  met  to-night,  said  the  Rev.  Dr.,  under  other 
clouds  than  those  wdiich  Nature  has  hung  over  us.  Yet  our  confidence 
is  unshaken  ; we  believe  that  New  York  is  not  to  be  permanently  dis- 
graced by  scenes  of  intemperate  rioting,  unchecked.  We  believe  the 
day  is  yet  coming  wdien  here,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  a higher  eleva- 
tion is  to  be  given  to  this  metropolis,  by  the  entire  triumph  of  the  spirit 
of  prohibition.  We  expect  good  things,  too,  of  New  Jersey,  which  lies, 
as  it  were,  between  the  upper  and  nether  mill-stones  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania.  We  who  are  contending  longest,  are  contending  still 
with  the  strongest  hope  ; and  as  certainly  as  the  principles  of  liberty 
are  to  prevail  over  our  territory — as  certainly  as  the  beneficent  principles 
of  the  Gospel  are  to  prevail  and  govern  men — so  certainly  must  this 
great  and  glorious  cause  of  Temperance  succeed,  under  the  protection 
and  blessing  of  a beneficent  God.  For  a little  while  compelled  to  stand 
within  our  lines,  and  idly  to  burnish  up  our  arms,  we  will  show  to  our 
enemies  that  there  is  fight  in  us  yet.  (Applause?)  If  God  shall  bless 
us,  we  will  yet  redeem  an  inheritance  for  our  children.  (Great  ap- 
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plause.)  TTe  are  here  assembled  in  this  noble  edifice  to  congratulate 
ourselvts  upon  the  attainments  of  the  past,  and  to  express  our  hopes 
for  the  future  ; and  vre  meet  with  a solemn  determination  never  to  give 
up  the  ship  ; — never  will  we  give  up  this  work  till  the  whole  American 
Union  shall  become  the  American  Temperance  Union.  (Applause.) 

The  audience  then  united  in  singing  en  masse  the  following  hymn,  all 
standing,  in  the  tune  of  Old  Hundred,  led  by  George  Andrews,  Esq 

We  praise  thee,  God,  our  fathers’  God, 

For  ceaseless  mercies  from  thy  hand  ; 

Still  spread  the  temperance  cause  abroad, 

Till  it  extends  to  every  land. 

Though  clouds  grow  dark  and  foes  grow  strong, 

Though  every  hope  shall  fail  and  die. 

Yet  thou,  our  God,  our  fathers’  God, 

Wilt  surely  bring  us  victory. 

0 give  us  faith  and  give  us  love, 

And  let  our  hearts  be  strong  for  truth  ; 

Unwavering  at  our  posts  to  stand. 

And  be  the  guardians  of  our  youth. 

Then  will  we  sing  the  joyful  song, 

When  tears  are  dried  and  souls  are  free  ; 

And  every  nation,  every  land. 

Join  in  th’  eternal  jubilee. 

Prayer  was  next  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Heakok  of  Buffalo  ; after  which, 
Dr.  Marsh,  the  Secretary,  read  an  abstract  of  the  Annual  Report : — 

John  Sherry,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Suffolk  County  Temperance  So- 
ciety, moved  an  acceptance  and  adoption  of  the  Report,  and  that  it  be 
published  under  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Benjamin  Joy,  Esq.,  of  Ludlowville,  N. 
Y.,  who  addressed  the  audience  in  a speech  of  much  point  and  humor, 
producing  frequent  bursts  of  applause. 

He  said,  that  the  Society,  now  celebrating  its  twentieth  Anniversary, 
had  great  cause  for  congratulation.  The  strength  of  the  cause  does  not 
lie  in  its  temporarj^  success,  but  in  its  justice,  righteousness  and  trath. 
If  we  suffer  present  defeat,  we  remember  Marion’s  message  to  Wash- 
ington: ‘We  fight,  get  beat,  and  fight  again.  We  were  ready  for 
war,  then  action.  We  may  be  beaten — not  conquered  : cast  down — not 
destroyed.’  The  great  question  now  is.  Which  should  have  the  rule  ? 
Should  rum  rule  the  State,  or  should  the  State  rule  rum  ? Rum  now 
rules  the  city  and  State  of  New  Y'ork.  This  is  too  plain  to  be  denied. 
In  visiting  some  parts  of  the  city,  he  had  been  reminded  of  the  dis- 
coverer of  the  hot  springs  of  Virginia — a Methodist  clergyman,  who 
stopped  at  a tavern  on  a Saturday  night,  where  were  a number  of  young 
men,  who  w-ere  gambling  and  swearing  and  drinking.  In  the  morning 
they  asked  him  to  preach  ; but  he  said  he  would  not ; he  had  been  out  that 
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morning  and  had  seen  boiling  water  coming  out  of  the  earth,  and  it  was 
too  nigh  hell  for  him  to  stay  there.  So  he  had  felt  in  walking  round 
about  some  parts  of  New  York.  The  Maine  law  had  received  its  quietus 
at  the  hands  of  Judge  Comstock.  At  present  there  was  no  Prohibitory 
law.  and  riot  and  disorder  prevailed  as  the  consequence.  Before  the 
passage  of  the  Prohibitory  law,  30,000  drunkards  in  New  York,  with 
arms  outstretched,  implored  the  Legislature  to  pass  a law,  which  would 
prove  their  hojie  and  salvation.  But  alas  ! they  had  been  disappointed, 
and  their  hopes  had  been  frustrated. 

He  related  the  case  of  a young  man  who  had  been  shut  up  in  a hospi- 
tal during  the  delirium  tremens  ,that  he  might  be  kept  from  temptation, 
but  who,  on  gaining  sobrietj',  became  a voluntary  prisoner,  and  would 
not  go  forth.  Last  Fourth  of  July,  he  (Mr.  Joy)  rode  a hundred  miles 
to  dine  with  him  and  his  family  friends.  Itw'as  the  day  of  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law,  and  the  day  of  his  liberation  ; and  a joyful  season  it 
was.  But  what  is  to  become  of  that  young  man  now  ? Where  shall  he 
go  ? Back  into  the  ho.?pital  ? or  shall  he  be  dragged  back  by  the  open 
grog  shops  to  drunkenness  '?  Mr.  J.  alluded  to  the  .awful  death  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  caused  by  the  decision  of  the  Court,  which 
tore  from  him,  a reformed  man,  all  hope  of  salvation.  He  could  not 
sufficiently  express  his  dis.appointment,  grief,  and  indignation  at  the  de- 
cision of  the  Court — a decision  at  which  even  the  enemies  of  the  law 
were  ashamed.  With  Gov.  Seymour  and  Judge  Comstock  he  had  a 
great  dispute  ; but  he  remembered  the  direction,  “ Thou  shalt  not 
speak  evil  of  the  ruler  of  the  people,”  and  he  would  not.  Yet,  though, 
when  Gabriel  disputed  with  the  devil  about  the  body  of  Moses,  he  would 
not  bring  against  him  a railing  accusation,  he  said,  “ The  Lord  rebuke 
THEE  !”  So,  said  Mr.  J.,  I say  unto  thee,  Judge  Comstock,  “ The  Lord 
REBUKE  THEE !”  He  felt  that  if  there  was  discouragement  from  the 
unexpected  action  of  our  courts,  there  was  no  cause  for  despair.  The 
heart  of  the  people  was  sound  ; and  he  hoped  to  see  the  day  when  these 
gentlemen  would  find  that,  like  the  Dutchman  wdio  was  rolled  back  un- 
der his  own  table,  by  the  violent  recoil  of  a musket  he  had  fired  at  an 
imaginary  diinger,  they  had  fired  the  piece  at  the  wrong  end.  (Great 
laughter.)  He  was  full  of  hope  for  the  future,  and  was  not  discouraged 
by  present  adversity.  But  what,  said  he,  shall  we  say  to  the  thousands  of 
poor  inebriates  in  our  land  and  their  helpless,  starving  families,  now  exten- 
ding their  arms  for  relief,  and  looking  to  a Maine  Law  as  their  last  resort  1 
Just  what  the  Three  Bells,  with  her  noble  Scotch  captain,  said  to  the 
five  hundred  despairing  voyagers  on  board  the  San  Francisco.  Already 
the  deep  had  swallowed  up  nearly  two  hundred  of  their  companions  and 
friends,  and  was  yawning  for  more  victims  ; two  vessels,  the  Maria  and 
Napoleon,  had  seen  their  distress,  but  cruelly  passed  by  on  the  other 
side.  At  length,  after  dark  days  and  stormy  nights,  came  the  Goon 
Samaritan,  who,  with  his  spe.aking-trumpet  raised  above  the  howl  of 
the  tempest,  shouted  the  hope-inspiring  words,  Be  of  good  cheer — 
WE  WILL  HAVE  YOU  ALL  SAFE  !”  (Great  applause.)  For  four  days  did 
the  generous  Captain  Creighton  hover  around  the  wreck,  and,  as  often 
as  he  could  come  within  speaking  distance,  repeated  the  words,  “ Be  of 
GOOD  CHEER — WE  WILL  HAVE  YOU  ALL  SAFE !”  (Applause.)  These  en- 
couraging words,  the  survivors  affirm,  gave  not  only  hope,  but  strength 
and  energy,  even  to  those  who,  from  exhaustion  and  despair,  had  given 
themselves  up  as  lost.  Shall  we  tell  the  poor  inebriate  that  the  Consti 
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tution  of  the  State  of  New  York  stands  between  him  and  all  hope? 
that  he  must  look  upon  his  companions,  bj'  hundreds,  sinking  in  the 
dark  ocean  of  drunkenness,  and  prepare  to  follow  them  ? No  ! we  will 
repeat  in  his  ears,  amid  the  terrors  of  the  hour,  the  words  of  Captain 
Creighton — “ Be  of  good  cheer — we  will  have  you  all  safe!”  ((treat 
applause.)  The  Judges  who  have  repealed  the  Prohibitory  Law  will 
pass  away ; none  will  envy  their  memory  ; the  people  will  find  their 
way  to  the  ballot-box,  and  a storm  like  that  which  drove  the  veto-Gov- 
ernor  from  public  life,  will  drive  out  these  judicial  pettifoggers.  Bum 
may  enjoyg  for  a season,  a high  carnival,  but  the  end  will  surely  come, 
and  shall  not  tarry.  (Great  applause.) 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Tyng  then  introduced  to  the  audience  Mr.  John  B.  Gough, 
by  saying  they  had  only  parted  with  one  joy  to  gain  another  ; and  he 
took  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  them  John  B.  Gough.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Gough  then  addressed  the  audience  f6r  over  an  hour,  in  his  usual 
fervid  and  impassioned  manner,  holding  the  audience  spell-bound  by  his 
wit  and  pathos. 

He  said,  his  first  appearance  in  New  York  was  at  the  Anniversary  of 
the  American  Temperance  Union,  in  18-14.  He  remembered  that  he  was 
clad,  on  that  occasion,  in  a brown  coat  and  gray  trowsers,  and  that  he 
was  shaky  and  very  thin ; that  he  came  forward  to  say  his  sayg  and 
then  sit  down.  He  was  rejoiced  to  be  present  at  another  Anniversary 
of  the  Society,  and  to  hear  a report  read  that  contained  much  to  cheer 
the  heart.  He  was  not  at  all  discouraged  by  apparent  or  real  tempo- 
rary defeat.  It  was  to  be  expected  in  such  a cause.  No  course  of  moral 
reform  could  expect  to  achieve  success  without  opposition ; and  if  every 
law  of  the  land  were  to  be  pronounced  unconstitutional,  it  would  not 
hurt' the  cause  of  temperance.  The  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  has 
been  called  to  pass  through  conflict.  But  what  sort  of  cause  is  that  which 
never  encounters  opposition  ? He  felt  as  felt  the  little  Scotch  drummer, 
■who,  when  a captive  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  beat,  at  their  bidding, 
the  reveille,  the  advance,  the  charge,  but  said  he  had  never  yet  learned 
to  heat  a retreat ! (Great  Applause.) 

Repeated  bursts  of  applause  on  the  part  of  his  hearers,  testified  to  the 
powerful  effect  of  his  appeals  to  their  sympathies,  when  describing  the 
many  scenes  of  sorrow  and  suffering  he  had  witnessed  in  his  eventful 
career. 

The  following  resolutions  were  reported  by  Dr.  Marsh,  and  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  meeting  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  give  thanks  to  the  great  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
that,  in  his  kind  providence,  the  work  of  reform  in  the  business  and 
customs  that  produce  intemperance,  with  all  its  evils,  continues  to  pro- 
gress ; and  though  there  are  occasional  reverses,  -which  dishearten  its 
friends  and  encourage  its  adversaries,  yet  we  are  confident,  from  the 
promises  of  God’s  word,  and  the  great  law  of  progress  'which  is  stamped 
upon  human  society,  that  the  sale  and  use  of  intoxicating  jjrinks  will 
yet  be  banished  from  civilized  States,  and  the  great  moral  and  physical 
laws  of  the  Creator  will  universally  prevail. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  the  recent  reverse  in  the  State  of  Maine,  the  mother 
of  our  Prohibitory  Law — the  decision  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  the  palsy  of  prohibitorj^  action  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  are  so  readily  and  fully  accounted  for  through  political  and 
party  strifes,  and  legal  technicalities  over-riding  the  great  principles  of 
justice,  that  they  create  no  proper  discouragement.  The  heart  of  the 
people  is  sound ; and  in  States  and  nations,  where  the  ultimate  appeal 
is  to  the  intelligence,  judgment,  humanity  and  welfare  of  the  whole,  all 
refuges  of  lies  will  be  broken  up,  and  the  cunning  and  violence  of  inter- 
ested and  wicked  men  will  be  overcome  by  the  force  of  truth  and  the 
protecting  power  and  virtue  of  the  community. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  congratulate  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Vermont.  Delaware.  Michigan, 
and  Iowa  in  their  firm  adherence  to  prohibitory  law,  and  upon  the  con- 
sequent diminution,  in  their  borders,  of  intemperance,  pauperism  and 
crime.  AYe  exhort  them  to  a firm  adherence  to  their  principles,  and  to 
refuse  all  compromise  wdtli  a traffic,  wdiich  undermines  the  pillars  of 
human  society,  and  spreads  desolation  and  woe  among  all  its  members. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  American  Temperance  L^nion,  at  this,  its  Twen- 
tieth Anniversary,  exhorts  its  auxiliaries  and  members,  the  State  socie- 
ties, with  all  other  temperance  orders  and  organizations,  to  stand  firm 
in  their  lot — and,  in  this  day  of  desperate  effort  for  the  destruction  of 
our  principles,  to  make  new  and  constant  exertions  to  enlighten  the 
public  mind  and  move  the  public  heart ; and  by  moral  suasion,  by  ex- 
ample, by  the  pulpit,  by  the  power  of  the  press,  by  efforts  with  the 
young  as  well  as  by  the  protection  of  law,  to  banish  the  entire  manufac- 
ture, importation,  sale  and  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  as  a beverage, 
from  our  rising  and  glorious  republic. 

7.  Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  congratulations  to  our  friends  and 
fellow-laborers  in  Great  Britain,  in  New  Brunswick,  in  the  Canadas,  in 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  at  all  Missionary  Stations,  on  their  abundant 
success  ; and  we  pledge  them  our  hearty  co-operation  and  prayers  that 
the  earth  may  be  delivered  from  the  alcoholic  curse,  and  that  righteous- 
ness, temperance  and  peace  may  pervade  and  bless  all  nations. 


SPEECH  OP  THE  HON.  THEODORE  FRELINGHUYSEN, 

AT  THE  NEW  JERSEY  STATE  TEMPERANCE  CONVENTION,  JUNE  14,  1855. 

Mr.  President, — I always  rejoice  in  the  privilege  of  meeting  a Tempe- 
rance association.  It  brings  me  near  to  an  enterprise  of  mercy,  that 
seeks  the  deliverance  of  our  fellow  men  from  an  evil,  among  the  most 
afflicting  to  all  our  interests  for  this  world  and  the  world  to  come. 

The  prohibitory  law  against  all  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
beverage,  has  been  assailed  as  unconstitutional,  and  it  behooves  tempe- 
rance men  to  review  the  case,  and  examine  the  foundations  upon  which 
it  rests. 

I propose  therefore  very  briefly  to  urge  the  arguments  which  sustain 
the  law  ; and  to  show  that  the  Legislature  not  only  hold  the  authority, 
but  are  bound  in  public  duty,  to  prohibit  the  commerce.  They  pro- 
nounce it  #0  be  a nuisance.  If  this  be  true,  all  must  agree,  that  it  may 
be  lawfully  forbidden  and  abated.  Whatever  impairs  the  puljlic  health  or 
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corrupts  the  public  morals  is  a nuisance.  The  oldest  law  writers  on 
this  subject  define  it  in  such  terms.  A few  simple  illustrations  will 
make  it  clear.  A business,  rightful  in  itself,  even  necessary,  will  be- 
come a nuisance  should  it  be  misplaced.  The  location  of  a butcher’s 
slaughter-house  on  the  street  of  a town  or  city  thickly  settled,  is  a nui- 
sance ; it  impairs  the  health  and  disturbs  the  comfort  of  the  people. 
Now  here  is  a lawful  pursuit.  We  must  have  butchers  and  butchers’ 
slaughter  houses — and  j‘et  even  this,  may  be  restrained  by  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  under  heavy  penalties,  if  put  in  a wrong  place ; and 
the  like  law  as  to  the  soap-boiler — on  the  great  principle,  that  the  place 
of  such  business  must  yield  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

So  with  card  playing.  Why,  there  is  no  harm  in  the  cards  nor  the 
house  use  of  them,  except  the  waste  of  time  and  thought.  But  if  a 
man  sets  up  a gaming  table  and  draws  in  the  young  and  entices  men 
from  their  homes  and  families  to  play  for  money  or  its  worth,  jt  is  a 
flagrant  nuisance,  to  be  put  down  as  a corrupter  of  morals.  It  leads 
to  idleness,  and  vice,  and  profligate  manners.  It  assaults  the  virtue  of 
an}'  people ; and  the  Legislature  as  the  guardian  of  the  public  weal 
should  suppress  it.  And  the  race  course  belongs  to  the  same  class.  A 
man  may  try  the  speed  of  hi.s  horse  on  his  farm  or  on  the  highway.  It 
is  lawful ; he  may  indulge  in  the  amusement  without  crimination.  But 
should  he  step  a little  further  and  challenge  to  a public  race,  when  bets 
are  to  be  made  or  when  without  that,  large  numbers  are  to  be  gathered, 
it  is  a nuisance — a wholesale  demoralizer.  It  tempts  industry  away 
from  safe  and  honorable  business  ; it  invites  the  young  and  unwary  to 
doubtful  and  corrupting  companionship  ; opens  the  door  and  paves  the 
way  to  all  manner  of  evil.  The  Legislature  from  the  first  forbids  it  in 
our  own  State.  At  one  short  period  they  were  prevailed  on  to  repeal 
the  no  license  law  ; but  this  opened  such  a floodgate  for  the  influx  of 
dissipation,  gambling,  intoxication  and  depravity,  that  they  soon  re- 
stored the  law'  to  our  statute  book  with  increased  penalties.  And  if 
they  may  subject  to  heavy  penalties  persons  engaged  in  this  unlawful 
business,  what  is  there  in  intoxicating  liquor,  bought  to  be  sold  contrary 
to  law,  to  move  the  law-makers  to  any  partial  legislation  exempting  this 
scourge  of  our  race  ? And  if  stolen  goods  may  be  searched  for  any 
where,  on  a magistrate’s  warrant,  after  oath  made  by  a credible  witness 
of  his  belief  that  they  are  so  concealed,  whence  can  arise  any  apology 
for  rum  thus  concealed  for  unlawful  sale  ? The  case  of  lotteries  gives  a 
striking  analogy.  Our  statutes  forbid  the  setting  up  of  lotteries.  A 
lottery  is  a nuisance  because  it  entices  men  to  put  their  earnings  to  the 
decisions  of  chance,  and  this  in  itself  is  corrupting — and  because  it  tempts 
them  to  idleness  and  neglect  of  all  domestic  duty,  and  therefore  it  is 
prohibited.  And  inasmuch  as  any  attempt  to  regulate  such  an  enter- 
prise W'ould  be  vain,  the  Legislature  would  eradicate  the  evil  and  for- 
bid under  penalty  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets. 

It  is  perceived,  therefore,  that  matters  and  pursuits  rightful  in  them- 
selves, become  nuisances  as  they  injuriously  affect  health  or  morals. 
And  this  feature  of  legislative  power  may  be  seen  in  our  oldest  codes 
of  law,  applied  also  to  other  kindred  cases — indeed  the  doctrine  may 
be  traced  far  into  past  ages  of  the  common  law-'.  It  is  rooted  in  the 
first  principles  of  public  duty  and  enlightened  conscience. 

Now  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  as  a beverage,  tried  by  these 
great  -ijles,  stands  at  the  head  of  all  mischievous  trades.  We  have  the 
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pai  jful  experience  of  more  than  sixty  years,  that  it  has  been  always 
regarded  as  an  insidious  enemy  to  public  health,  purity  and  peace. 
Th?  Legislature  for  all  that  time  and  longer,  has  been  engaged  in  the 
fruitless  attempt  to  regulate  the  business  by  license  to  a selected  few, 
by  prohibitions  against  sales  by  small  measure — and  by  frowns  against 
any  sales  without  license.  And  the  evil  has  grown  stronger,  year  after 
year,  and  has  become  a monster,  almost  defying  law  and  public  senti- 
ment. ^More  than  one  hundred  groggeries  in  New  Brunswick,  more 
than  seven  hundred  in  Newark,  and  multiplied  all  over  our  own  State, 
corrupting  the  morals  and  destroying  the  health  of  our  people  as  no 
other  practice,  trade  or  habit  could  do,  and  as  all  together  have  never 
done.  Talk  of  regulation — it  laughs  at  regulation— it  fattens  upon  it. 
Thirteen  of  our  States  have  yielded  with  sad,  yet  deep  conviction  to  the 
truth,  that  no  remedy  can  reach  the  mischief,  but  an  absolute  prohibi- 
tion of  the  traffic.  They  prohibit  all  sales  of  lottery  tickets,  because 
such  sales  would  perpetuate  lotteries— so  they  prohibit  all  sales  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  as  a beverage,  becau.se  they  see  and  know  that  any 
mere  regulation  will  sustain  the  trade  and  perpetuate  the  wasting  mis- 
chief. 

The  clause  of  forfeiture  of  the  liquor  seems  to  have  alarmed  some 
minds  besides  counsellors  who  have  spoken  through  the  press.  A mo- 
ment’s thought  will  relieve  the  fear.  There  is  no  magic  terror  in  the 
word.  For  what  is  a fine  but  a forfeiture  of  so  much  of  a man’s  pro- 
perty to  the  State  1 Suppose  that  in  the  law  against  horse  racing  the 
law  makers  had  assessed  the  fine  according  to  the  worth  of  the  horses 
— say  for  instance  §;1000  or  .^j!2000 — would  it  not  be  taking  the  property 
of  the  transgressor  quite  as  realh'  and  substantial!)"  as  by  forfeiting  the 
horses  ? It  is  “■  taking  my  property,”  says  the  objector ; and  is  not  every 
fine  taking  your  property'?  yes,  and  if  that  does  not  arrest  the  forbid- 
den race  or  { rohibit  the  .sale,  the  law  may  take  your  person  next,  and 
that,  together  with  your  property,  put  the  one  in  the  public  treasury 
and  the  other  in  the  public  prison — and  this  until  the  authority  of  the 
law"  is  maintained  and  vindicated. 

The  true  nature  and  just  aims  of  all  sound  government  is  to  guard 
the  rights,  interests  and  morals  of  the  whole  people,  watchfully  and 
faithfully. 

I said  the  interests  of  the  people  w’hen  no  direct  question  of  morals 
can  be  raised  but  only  considerations  of  comfort  and  well  being.  Hence 
it  is  that  to  kill  game,  or  to  fish  for  shad  after  a certain  day,  exposes  to 
a penalty  ; and  in  all  matters  touching  the  public  welfare,  the  Legisla- 
ture have  the  authority  and  have  immemorably  exercised  it.  And  all 
considerate  men  should  give  the  law  their  aid  and  countenance  for  the 
sake  of  a greater  good.  Granted  that  the  use  of  wine  in  itself 
is  a lawTnl  indulgence,  yet  if  its  tendency  is  injurious,  if  it  leads  to 
other  excesses,  if  it  opens  the  way  for  the  poisonous  adulteration  of 
wines  (as  it  does  most  grievously,)  and  of  all  exciting  liquors — as  Paul 
did  in  his  day,  so  should  w"e.  Who  would  not  deny  himself  to  save  a 
friend  1 to  save  his  country  ? And  who  can  gravely  maintain  that  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  not  harmful,  and  most  destructive  of 
health,  character  and  domestic  comfort  ? I would  fetch  melancholy  ar- 
guments from  the  tears  of  neglected  families — broken  hearted  wives  and 
starving  children — from  the  poor-house,  the  prison,  and  the  grave  yard 
— I would  ask  for  the  sake  of  human  nature  if  it  be  not  time  to  abolish 
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forevir  this  ruinous  trafSc  ? And  to  accomplish  it  vre  must  stand  to- 
gether, we  must  raise  a pure  and  loft}'  standard,  and  then  lead  and  not 
wait  to  follow  public  opinion.  And  this  without  dread  of  a little  ex- 
travagance. A cause  that  is  worthy  of  a hearty  support,  will  always 
kindle  enthusiasm,  and  this  sometimes  bo  followed  by  extravagance.  If 
a reformation  did  not  kindle  warmth  in  the  bosom,  it  would  be  a very 
strong  proof  that  it  had  no  great  merit.  I would  wish  it  to  glow  with 
an  ardent  enthusiasm,  and  prompt  to  vigorous,  unflinching,  self-forget- 
ting action.  Let  the  same  spirit  which  animated  our  forefathers  in  the 
struggle  of  the  Kevolution,  shape  our  temperance  enterprise.  They 
threw  overboard  the  tea  into  the  ocean — not  from  any  spite  against  the 
tea — but  for  the  great  doctrine  which  opened  that  eventful  drama. — 
They  thereby  declared  to  the  world,  and  the  world  perceived  with  what 
determination,  that  they  would  neither  pay  the  tax.  nor  drink  the  tea. 
So  may  we  linally  resolve  in  this  purpose  of  mercy  and  seek  God’s 
blessing,  without  which  no  enterprise  can  prosper,  and  with  which  none 
can  fail. 


DR.  HUMPHREY  ON  PROPERTY  IN  RUM. 

In  a letter  to  the  Prohibitionist,  Dr.  Humphrey  says ; 

“ You  ask  my  opinion  on  the  point,  ‘ Can  tliere  be  property  in  Rum, 
when  offered  for  sale  as  a beverage — to  be  protected  by  law  V 

“I  am  afraid  my  opinion  will  be  worth  but  very  little  ; but  I cannot 
refuse  to  throw  out  a few  such  thoughts  as  I have.  You  know  that  I 
am  no  lawyer,  and  I cannot  tell  whether  your  State  Constitution  permits 
you  to  make  a law  forfeiting  intoxicating  drinks  where  offered  for  sale 
as  a beverage,  for  I never  read  it.  But  if  it  does  stand  in  the  way  of 
your  cutting  off  the  hydra,  it  is  high  time  that  it  was  amended.  I shall 
base  what  I have  to  say  upon  the  great  law  of  self-protection,  which 
underlies  every  written  law,  whether  organic  or  statutory.  Can  any 
property  claim  the  protection  of  law',  in  the  use  of  it,  which  to  a cer- 
tainty. not  only  endangers,  but  actually  destroys  the  health,  morals  and 
lives  of  thousands  upon  thousands  every  year  ? Are  w'e  to  sit  down  in 
despair,  and  see  rather  the  w'holesale  slaughter  go  on  forever,  because 
the  destroying  agent  is  bought  with  money  and  thousands  grow'  rich 
upon  the  traffic  ? Intoxicating  drinks  are  no  more  property  than  the 
keys,  and  files,  and  saws  of  the  midnight  housebreaker  are  ; than  the 
implements  of  counterfeiting  are  ; but  nobody  claims,  that  they  should 
be  protected  against  seizure,  because  they  cost  money  and  men  get  their 
living  by  the  use  of  them.  The  question  is  not,  how  much  was  paid  for 
them,  nor  how  many  have  made  house-breaking  and  counterfeiting  a 
lucrative  business.  It  is  enough  that  the  public  interest  and  safety  re- 
quire the  seizure  and  confiscation.  No  doubt,  keys,  files,  and  saws  and 
drinks  are  necessary  and  lawful  articles  of  traffic  when  sold  for  legiti- 
mate purposes ; but  should  this  authorize  the  sale  and  protect  them 
from  seizure  when  it  is  known  to  a moral  certainty,  that  they  W'ill  be 
put  to  a bad  use,  as  in  this  case,  where  intoxicating  drinks  are  sold  as  a 
beverage  ? 

“Why  not  et  apothecaries  keep  poisonous  drugs  to  be  sold  as  a bev- 
erage, if  anybody  w'ants  them ; and  why  not  protect  them  from  seizure, 
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if  anybody  should  choose  to  deal  them  out  for  such  a use  ? Why  forbid 
gun-powder  to  be  stowed  in  the  dense  parts  of  a city,  and  why  seize 
and  fine  the  owner  heavily,  as  soon  as  it  is  found  ? Drugs  are  private 
property,  powder  is  private  })ropei'ty,  as  much  as  rum.  or  brandy. — 
They  are  very  useful  for  certain  purposes.  Why  interfere,  then,  with 
the  sale  and  storage  ? It  is  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  which 
they  might  destroy.  And  may  not  the  State  protect  itself  against  infi- 
nitely greater  dangers  and  wholesale  slow  murders  by  a law  which  shall 
foi'bid  the  sale  of  alcoholic  drinks  as  a beverage,  and  seize  them  when 
in  defiance  of  the  law  they  are  sold,  to  make  and  kill  drunkards  by 
scores  and  hundreds'?  Alcohol  is  property,  is  it ! and  so  sacred  that 
nobody  may  touch  it,  when  there  is  no  other  way  to  save  the  communi- 
ty from  its  fiery  ravages ! It  is  property  ! It  cost  money  and  can  be 
retailed  for  a great  deal  more  than  it  cost,  and  so  let  the  demon  and  his 
imps  go  on,  poisoning  all  whom  they  can  tempt,  and  to  haunt  their 
slumbers,  and  kick  them  out  of  doors,  and  let  who  will,  shovel  them  into 
the  drunkard’s  grave  ! God  of  mercy,  deliver  us,  oh,  deliver  us  ! ! 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Gov.  Metcalf,  of  New  Hampshire,  lately  re-elected  Governor  of  that 
State,  testifies  in  the  following  emphatic  and  inspiring  terras,  to  the  effi- 
cac}^  of  the  law  for  good  and  promising  aspects  of  Prohibition  in  the 
Granite  State : 

“ The  act  for  the  suppression  of  intemperance  is  having  a salutary  ef- 
fect. It  is  more  fully  regarded  and  practically  sustained,  than  any  li- 
cense law  we  ever  had  in  the  State.  In  many  towns  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  is  wholly  abandoned,  and  in  others  it  is  sold  onlyn  as  other 
penal  offences  are  committed,  in  secret.  I am  not  aware  that  there  is  a 
city  or  town  in  the  State  where  spirituous  liquors  are  openly  sold. — 
That  there  are  i)laces  where  the  law  is  secretly  violated,  is  not  doubted  ; 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  every  law.  whether  .statute  or  common, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  grades  of  offence.  But  this  is  a feeble 
reason  why  a law  may  not  be  salutary  and  effective,  or  why  it  should 
be  repealed.  Our  national  revenue  laws  are  often  violated  with  impu- 
nity, if  not  with  boldness  ; but  I have  never  yet  heard  that  urged  as  a 
reason  why  all  laws  against  smuggling  should  be  repealed.  The  sale  of 
lottery^-tickets  is  strictly  prohibited  in  this  State — yet  the  law  is  con- 
stantly violated  ; but  no  one,  for  that  reason,  suggests  that  the  prohibi- 
tion should  be  taken  off,  and  the  sale  left  open  and  free,  or  ‘ a well-regu- 
lated license  system’  established  in  its  stead.  The  sale  of  lottery- 
tickets  is  all  but  harmless  when  compared  wuth  the  ruin  and  desolation 
of  mind,  bodyq  and  estate,  caused  by  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks. — 
The  sale  in  either  of  the  above  cases  has  ever  been  a matter  of  municipal 
regulation  ; and  if  the  prohibition  of  the  former  has  met  with  less  reluc- 
tant acquiescence  than  that  of  the  latter,  it  is  because  the  sale  is  more 
limited,  less  profitable,  and  pampers  less  to  the  appetites  and  passions 
of  men.  Yet.  after  years  of  experience,  but  few  would  be  willing  to  in- 
vite into  the  State  this  species  of  gambling,  by  a repeal  of  the  prohibi- 
tion ; though  men  are  found  who  will  sell  and  who  will  buy  lottery- 
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tickets,  whether  the  sale  be  prohibited  or  not.  So.  many  will  be  found 
who  will  have,  if  possible  to  be  obtained,  spirituous  liquors  ; and  others 
will  be  sufficiently  sordid  and  reckless  to  furnish  it ; j-et  when  the  good 
effects  of  a Prohibitory  Law  shall  have  been  affirmed  by  time  and  expe- 
rience— and  when  no  selfish  purposes  are  to  be  attained  by  misrepre- 
senting its  provisions,  its  objects,  or  its  friends,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve the  law  will  be  as  efficacious  in  suppressing  intemperance,  and 
"will  meet  with  as  much  flivor  from  a virtuous  community,  as  its  most 
ardent  friends  could  hope  for  or  anticipate. 

That  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  has  greatl}’  diminished  since  the 
act  took  effo'ct,  is  plainly  visible  ; and  this  fact  is  freely  conceded  by 
most  candid  men,  whether  they  approve  of  its  objects  and  provisions,  or 
not.  Those  engaged  in  the  illegal  trade,  dare  not  expose  it  openl}^  but 
sell  it  in  the  darkness  of  midnight.  It  is  very  evident  to  all — and  it  is 
next  to  an  impossibility  to  be  otherwise — that  sales  must  be  extremely 
limited  in  number  and  quantity  v.diere  the  traffic  must  be  carried  on  in 
dark  holes  and  loathsome  dens,  where  men  tremblingly  feel  their  way, 
and  w’here  the  light  of  day  is  not  admitted  to  witness  the  transaction 
or  countenance  the  offence. 

If  there  is  to  be  any  restraining  law — any  law'  to  prevent  an  unlim- 
ited sale — the  present  law  is  as  mild  and  liberal  as  an  efficient  law  can 
be.  The  license  system  has  ever  proved,  and  everywhere  proves,  only 
a special  privilege  to  a favored  lew— an  unlimited  sale  by  a licensed 
class — a legalized  method  of  encouraging  intemperance,  with  all  its  train 
of  acknowdedged  evils.  The  result  of  the  controversy  will  and  must  end 
in  an  entire  prohibition,  or  a free,  unlimited  sale.  I cannot  believe  any 
respectable  portion  of  the  community  are  yet  prepared  to  adopt  the  lat- 
ter alternative.  The  law  of  the  former  has  not  been  in  operation  a suf- 
ficient time  to  test  its  effect  and  expediency  in  all  its  minute  provisions. 
I trust  it  may  be  perniitted  to  stand  until  it  shall  have  had  a fair  trial, 
and  then,  if  it  be  found  not  to  answer  the  objects  designed,  and  meet 
the  expectations  of  the  people,  it  will  be  in  season  to  amend  and  re- 
peal it.” 


NEW  YORK  STATE  SOCIETY. 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Temperance  So- 
ciety, June  18,  1856,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  when  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society  held 
its  annual  meeting  on  the  17th  of  January  last,  as  more  than  five  thou- 
sand liquor  bars  were  still  kept  closed  throughout  the  State,  by  the  mo- 
ral force  of  the  law,  for  the  Prevention  of  Intemperance,  Pauperism,  and 
Crime  ; it  was  confidently'  expected,  and  with  the  best  of  good  reasons, 
that  upon  the  law  being  sustained  by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  ten  thou- 
sand more  would  immediately  stop  their  work  of  mischief  and  death  j 
and  the  struggle  would  thus  oe  limited  to  perhaps  ten  thousand  of  the  more 
obstinate  and  debased  who  are  engaged  in  the  traffic.  The  public  opinion 
in  this  State  was  fully  ripened  to  stand  by  that  law,  and  secure  its  en- 
forcement ; and  a spectacle  of  moral  grandeur  would  have  been  exhi- 
bited over  this  State,  such  as  the  world  has  seldom  seen.  That  the 


50 


APPENDIX. 


effect  of  the  decision  of  the  Qourt  of  Appeals,  by  a vote  of  5 to  3,  on 
the  25th  of  Alarch,  has  been  to  re-open  the  thousands  of  grog-shops 
which  were  closed  j to  embolden  thousands  of  others  who  sold  in  a 
more  guarded  and  stealthy  manner,  to  spring  upon  the  State  a sudden 
and  fearful  increase  of  drinking  and  drunkenness,  and  every  evil,  misery, 
and  crime  which  follow  in  their  train  ; that  villages  where  no  liquor  was 
opeidy  sold,  that  whole  regions  whose  moral  force  was  changed  for  the 
better,  and  thousands  of  abodes  which  were  lit  up  with  peace,  and  pro- 
mise and  hope,  have  had  the  old  plagues  of  the  traffic  set  full  upon  them 
by  the  decision  of  the  25th  of  iMarch  ; and  now,  beyond  what  could 
have  been  meant  when  the  words  were  used  in  the  Scriptures,  the  land 
rnourneth  because  of  druukenness.” 

This  resolution  elicited  several  facts  from  various  parts  of  the  State, 
showing  its  truthfulness. 

The  third  resolution  was  as  follows,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  able  and  enlightened  opinions  by  Judges  Mitchell 
and  'Wright,  sustaining  the  constitutionality  of  the  Prohibitor}^  Law, 
and  especially  the  more  elaborated  opinion  of  Judge  T.  A.  Johnson,  com- 
mend themselves  to  every  impartial  reader  as  consonant  at  once  with 
the  conclusions  of  enlightened  reason,  and  the  dictates  of  right  feeling, 
and  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  as  expressed  by’  the  last  named 
Judge,  agreeing  as  it  does  with  the  impartial  and  erudite  opinions  of 
many  others  of  the  most  eminent  jurists  in  the  State,  and  the  decisions 
of  a great  majority  of  our  Supreme  Court  Judges,  commands  to  this 
moment  our  unshaken  confidence  and  approbation,  viz. : to  quote  from 
the  aforesaid  opinion  of  lion.  T.  A.  Johnson  : 

“ As  there  is  nothing,  therefore,  in  the  Constitution,  either  of  the 
State  or  the  United  States,  wdiich  takes  away*  or  limits  the  right  of  the 
Legislature  to  make  such  regulations  in  regard  to  the  traffic  in  proper- 
ty among  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  to  impose  such  restrictions  and 
prohibitions  upon  it  as  it  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  public  good,  so 
far  as  it  restricts  and  prohibits  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks,  it  must 
be  pronounced  a valid  and  constitutional  act,  and  entitled  to  obedience 
from  every  citizen  of  the  State.” 


PROHIBITION  THE  SETTLED  POLICY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Courts  ought  not  certainly  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, by’  a strained  construction,  for  the  purpose  of  shielding  and  foster- 
ing a traffic  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature,  is  productive  of 
such  serious  evils.  The  same  argument  would,  if  sound,  prove  all  our 
former  excise  laws  unconstitutional.  Those  laws,  it  is  true,  were  con- 
fined to  the  retail  traffic,  in  quantities  less  than  five  gallons.  But  that 
was  the  traffic  from  which  the  great  majority  of  the  consumers  of  the 
article  always  were,  and  always  will  be,  supplied  while  it  exists.  * 
Every  restriction  upon  that  branch  of  the  traffic  was  calculated,  there- 
fore, to  affect  the  interests  of  by  far  the  greatest  number  of  individuals. 
And  yet  so  far  has  the  principle  of  restriction  and  prohibition,  in  this 
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department  of  trade,  been  uniformly  carried  heretofore,  that  probably 
not  one  in  five  hundred  of  the  entire  population  of  the  State  has  ever 
had  the  right  to  sell  a glass  of  spirituous  liquor,  or  any  other  quantity 
below  five  gallons,  to  any  person  or  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

The  exercise  of  what  is  now  claimed  as  an  absolute,  inalienable  right 
to  sell  whatever  is  property,  by  any  one  not  specially  authorized,  has 
thus  far.  as  respects  this  traffic,  been  declared  and  held  to  be  a crime. 
Over  this  branch  of  the  traffic  the  Government  has  hitherto  assumed 
and  exercised  entire  and  exclusive  authority  and  control.  No  one  could 
engage  in  it  at  all  without  a special  license  acknowledging  the  Govern- 
ment as  the  source  of  the  right.  All  others  were  rigidly  excluded,  and 
natural  right,  if  such  there  be  more  than  in  name,  in  regard  to  mere 
traffic  in  property  between  individuals  in  a civilized  and  organized  so- 
ciety, entirely  extinguished.  No  person  was  entitled  to  al  icense  without 
possessing  certain  prescribed  moral  and  other  qualifications,  to  be  cer- 
tified on  the  face  of  the  license.  The  permission,  when  granted,  only 
conferred  limited  and  partial  rights  and  privileges,  which  could  not  be 
exceeded  by  the  holder  without  the  forfeiture  of  the  privilege  and 
amenability  to  punishment  for  crime. 

A grocer,  under  his  license,  could  only  sell  to  persons  to  carry  away. 
He  could  not  sell  it  nor  allow  it  to  be  drank  upon  his  premises.  The 
tavern  keeper,  on  the  contrary,  under  his  license,  could  not  sell  to  a 
person  to  carty  away.  He  could  only  sell  to  be  drank  in  his  house  or 
upon  his  premises.  Very  few  persons  could  ever  engage  in  one  branch 
of  this  traffic — that  of  selling  to  be  drank  at  the  time  of  sale.  To  en- 
able a person  to  obtain  this  species  of  license,  he  must  propose  to  keep 
a tavern ; the  Commissioners  must  be  satisfied  that  he  was  of  good 
moral  character,  and  was  of  sufficient  ability  to  keep  an  inn  or  tavern  ; 
that  he  had  the  necessary  accommodations  to  entertain  travelers,  and 
that  a tavern  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  actual  accommodation  of 
travelers  at  the  place  where  it  was  proposed  to  be  kept.  In  addition 
to  all  this,  he  was  required  to  give  a bond  to  keep  an  orderly  house, 
and  not  to  suffer  certain  practices  in  it.  If  he  trusted  any  one  for 
liquor  more  than  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  unless  he 
was  actually  a lodger  in  his  house,  or  a traveler  not  residing  in  the  same 
city  or  town,  he  could  not  recover  it  by  action.  All  securities  taken  for 
it  wore  void,  and  he  was  liable  to  forfeit  double  the  amount  thus  attempt- 
ed to  be  secured.  All  persons — those  having  license  as  well  as  others 
— were  absolutely  prohibited  from  selling  or  giving  away  any  quantity 
to  an  Indian  in  this  State,  or  to  a person  described  bv'  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  of  a town  as  an  habitual  drunkard,  after  notice  served  by  such 
Overseer,  or  by  any  clerk,  agent,  or  member  of  the  family  of  the  person 
thus  designated. 

In  short,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  nothing  has  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment been  more  uniformly  and  steadily  exercised,  from  the  beginning, 
than  in  hedging  about,  and  placing  guards,  restrictions,  and  prohibitions 
upon  the  trafiic  in  intoxicating  liquors,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  mere  na- 
tural rights,  and  that  too,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  very  evils  sought  to  be  prevented  by  the  act  in  question. 
Congress  has  unifornly  exercised  the  same  power  in  reference  to  the 
traffic  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. — Judge  T.  A.  Johnson. 
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LIMITATION  OF  COURTS. 

The  general  maxim  is,  that  the  will  of  the  Legislature  is  the  supremo 
law  of  the  land,  and  demands  perfect  obedience. 

Although  this  rule  does  not  fully  obtain  here,  or  in  any  Government 
with  a written  Constitution,  placing  restrictions  upon  legislative  power, 
yet.  “ if  there  be  no  constitutional  objection  to  a statute,  it  is  with  us 
as  absolute  and  uncontrolable  as  laws  flowing  from  the  sovereign  power, 
under  any  other  form  of  Government.” — 1 Kent's  Com.,  441. 

It  is  claimed  that  courts,  independent  of  constitutional  limitations 
ujion  the  legislative  power,  have  the  right  to  annul  statutes  and  pro- 
nounce them  void,  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  they  are  in  conllict 
with  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Government,  and  tend  to  indi- 
vidual oppression,  although  not  in  conflict  with  any  provision  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Uniteil  States  or  of  the  State. 

1 know  of  no  such  power  vested  in  the  Courts,  and  they  should  never 
attempt  to  usurp  it.  The  limitations  upon  legislative  power  are  Written 
in  the  fundamental  law  ^ and  that  is  the  standard  by  which  all  questions 
of  power  exercised  by  the  Legislature,  must  be  tried.  To  this  extent, 
the  question  is  a legitimate  one  for  adjudication  by  the  Courts,  as  the 
construction  of  the  fundamental  law  necessarily  falls  within  their  prov- 
ince, Nor  does  this  involve  the  philosophical  absurdity,  insisted  upon 
by  some  writers,  of  the  inferior  power  annulling  the  acts  of  the  superior. 
Because,  upon  our  theory  of  government,  the  Legislature  is  powerless 
when  it  attempts  to  pass  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  To 
this  extent,  under  a written  Constitution,  this  power  may  be  safely  and 
properly  exercised  by  the  Courts ; and,  indeed,  its  exercise  often  be- 
comes necessary  to  prevent  the  encroachments  of  power,  and  to  protect 
rights  shielded  by  the  Constitution. 

But  beyond  this,  such  a power  exercised  by  the  Courts,  would  be  a 
mere  veto,  or  dispensing  power. 

No  such  power  is  confen’ed  by  the  Constitution,  nor  does  it  pertain 
to  the  judicial  functions. 

Lord  Campbell,  in  a recent  case,  [Woodward  vs.  Watts,  2 E.  & B., 
457  ; 75  C.  L.  R.,]  emphatically  disclaims  any  such  jurisdiction  on  the 
part  of  the  English  Courts  as  that  habitually  exercised  by  our  Courts  in 
this  respect.  Indeed,  without  a w'ritten  constitution,  it  has  no  founda- 
tion to  stand  upon. 

.Should  the  time  ever  come  when  the  Courts,  instead  of  promptly  sus- 
taining and  enforcing  the  legislative  will,  become  forward  to  thwart  and 
defeat  it,  and  assume  to  prescribe  limits  to  its  exercise  other  than  those 
prescribed  in  the  Constitution  ; to  substitute  their  discretion  and  no- 
tions of  expediency  for  constitutional  restraints  ; and  to  declare  enact- 
ments void  for  want  of  conformity  to  such  standards : — ‘Or  when,  to  de- 
feat unpalatable  acts,  they  shall  habitually  resort  to  subtleties,  and  re- 
finements. and  strained  constructions,  to  bring  them  into  conflict  with 
the  Constitution,  the  end  of  all  just  and  salutary  authority,  judicial  as 
well  as  legislative,  will  not  be  remote.  When  men,  chafing  under  the 
restraints  of  particular  statutes,  and  prompted  by  interest,  passion,  ap- 
petite, or  partisanship,  to  disregard  them,  and  set  their  authority  at 
defiance,  once  begin  to  expect  from  Courts  immunity  and  protection,  in- 
stead of  punishment,  the  Judiciary  will  have  lost,  not  only  its  claim  to 
respect  and  confidence,  but  the  power  of  enforcing  general  laws.  Courts 
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can  only  sustain  their  own  authority  and  etBciency  by  vigilantly  and 
fearlessly  upholding  legislative  enactments,  in  all  cases  where  they  are 
not  plainly  and  clearly  in  derogation  of  constitutional  limitations.  The 
people  Lave  a far  more  certain  and  reliable  securitj^  and  protection 
against  mere  impolitic,  over-stringent,  or  uncalled-for  legislation,  than 
Courts  can  ever  afford,  in  their  reserved  power  of  changing,  annually  and 
biennially,  the  representatives  of  their  legislative  sovereignty.  And  to 
that  final  and  ultimate  tribunal  should  all  such  errors  and  mistakes  in 
legislation  be  referred  for  correction. — Judge  T.  A.  Johnson  in  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 


Judge  Conkling,  on  the  prerogatives  of  Courts,  says ; 

“ That  the  judicial  power  to  declare  a legislative  act  void,  for  repug- 
nancy to  the  constitution,  is  one  of  extreme  delicacj',  to  be  exercised 
only  with  great  caution  and  reserve,  and  not  to  be  exercised  at  all,  ex- 
cept in  cases  free  from  reasonable  doubt.  It  is  not  sufBcient  that  an 
act,  considered  with  reference  to  the  constitution  from  one  point  of 
view,  or  according  to  some  assumed  hypothesis,  may,  by  a plausible 
train  of  ingenious  argumentation,  be  demonstrated  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional ; when,  if  viewed  under  another  aspect,  or  in  subordination  to 
another  hypothesis  equally  admissible,  it  may,  by  a process  of  reasoning, 
equally  or  scarcely  less  plausible,  be  shown  to  be  compatible  with  the 
constitution.  The  repugnancy  must  be  palpable.  If  the  constitution 
will  admit,  without  absolute  violence  to  its  language,  of  a construction 
in  harmony  with  the  act,  that  interpretation  ought  to  be  adopted,  and 
the  act  upheld.  Suppose  the  language  of  a constitutional  inhibition  be 
such  as  to  warrant  the  inference,  that  had  the  probability  of  the  enact- 
ment of  a law  like  that  under  adjudication  been  foreseen,  that  will  not 
suffice,  unless  the  case  can  be  brought,  by  fair  and  reasonable  interpretation 
within  the  terms  of  the  prohibition.  With  respect  to  whatever  is  not 
forbidden,  either  by  the  constitution,  laws,  or  treaties  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  constitution  of  the  State,  or  perhaps  by  some  obvious 
and  controlling  principle  of  natural  justice,  the  will  of  a State  Legisla- 
ture is  as  supreme  and  obligator}^  as  that  of  the  British  Parliament. — 
With  regard  to  all  else,  the  Legislature  is  the  authorized  exponent  of 
the  will  of  the  people,  speaking  in  their  name  and  by  their  authority. — 
This  authority  is  not  to  be  restrained  by  judicial  interference  and  vague 
implication.  A judicial  tribunal  has  no  right  thus  lightly  to  over-rule 
and  defeat  the  legislative  will.  Nor  am  I speaking  without  authority. 
If  you  will  follow  my  counsel  to  study  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
tJourt  of  the  United  States  upon  questions  of  constitutional  law,  you 
will  there  find  similar  language  again  and  again  reiterated.” 


VIOLATION  OP  THE  RIGHTS  OP  PROPERTY. 

As  to  third:  I adopt  the  reasoning  and  conclusion  of  Justice  Rock- 
well, in  20  Barb.,  232-3-4-5-G,  and  see  the  opinion  of  Justice  McLean, 
5 Howard,  U.  S.  Rep.,  589,  590.  The  legislature  has  the  undisputed 
right  to  forbid  the  sale  of  liquors  except  in  large  quantit'^s,  (which  it 
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may  prescribe.)  or  by  certain  persons,  who  are  to  be  licensed,  or  in  cer- 
tain places,  and  to  forbid  it  to  be  drunk  in  certain  places.  >Such  laws 
impair  very  much  the  value  and  enjoyment  of  such  property  to  such 
persons  as  would  wish  to  use  it  in  a different  wajn  They  are  valid,  not 
because  they  impair  the  value  and  enjoyment  of  the  property  only  in 
a slight  degree,  which  the  opponents  of  this  law  call  a regulation — but 
because  they  are  not  passed  with  a view  to  impair  the  right  of  property 
ill  any  degree,  but  in  the  exercise  of  the  plain  duty  of  the  legislature  to 
prevent  p.auperism  and  crime.  In  the  exercise  of  this  last  power,  the 
value  of  certain  property  is  incidentally  diminished  to  some  persons,  but 
that  result  cannot  take  away  the  right  or  the  duty'  of  the  legislature  to 
exercise  its  power  to  prevent  crime  in  the  way  that  may  be  most  effec- 
tual ; they  have  deemed  it  necessary'  in  order  to  prevent  crime,  to  pro- 
hibit any  use  of  certain  liquors  except  for  certain  purposes.  This  they 
may  do. 

If,  as  is  argued,  the  legislature  could  not  prohibit  the  keeping  or  sale 
of  liquors  on  hand  when  the  law  was  passed,  and  may'  prohibit  the  sale 
of  such  as  might  be  thereafter  acquired,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
courts  in  this  as  in  other  cases,  to  pronounce  only  such  parts  of  the  law' 
void  as  were  unconstitutional.  Such  has  been,  it  is  believed,  the  uni- 
form practice  heretofore.  No  difficulty  could  occur — it  would  be  the 
business  of  the  District  Attorney  to  draw  the  indictment  so  as  to  bring 
the  case  within  the  valid  parts  of  the  law' : otherwise  it  would  be  de- 
murrable. A contrary  rule  would,  it  is  believed,  be  equally'  novel  and 
dangerous.  If  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  acts  are  blended  together  in 
the  law,  the  court  can  easily  separate  them. — Judge  Mitchell  in  decision 
of  Court  of  Appeals. 


WORK  IN  ENGLAND. 

The  Weekly  Record,  a valuable  London  paper,  in  review  of  the  past, 
gives  the  following  .summary  of  labors  and  results.  We  commend  it  to 
the  serious  consideration  of  those  w'ho  think  lightly  of  our  enterprise : 

Have  we  labored  in  vain  and  spent  our  strength  for  naught?  Thou- 
sands of  pounds  have  been  devoted  to  the  temperance  enterprise — thou- 
sands of  speeches  have  been  made,  and  meetings  held  : tens  of  thousands 
of  teetotal  tracts  have  been  issued  from  the  press,  and  have  been  circula- 
ted from  Land’s  End  to  John  o’  Groat’s.  Has  no  one  listened  to  these 
speeches  ? — has  no  one  read  these  tracts  ? — have  no  drunkards  been  re- 
claimed ? — no  blighted  prospects  improved  ? — no  lost  reputations  re- 
gained?— no  homes  of  sorrow  turned  into  homes  of  joy?  On  the  con- 
trary, we  believe  they  have  produced  the  most  glorious  and  legitimate 
results.  This  is  a question  of  fact,  and  can  only'  be  settled  by  an  appeal 
to  the  facts.  Comparing  the  consumption  of  intoxicating  drinks  during 
the  first  five  years  of  the  Temperance  enterprise,  from  January  5,  1836, 
to  January  5,  1841,  with  the  five  years  ending  January  5,  1855,  we  find 
a decrease  on  the  five  y'ears’  consumption  of  750,604  gallons  of  Rum,  or 
5 per  cent.;  3,681,472  gallons  of  British  Spirits,  or  3 per  cent.;  7.309.- 
766  bushels  of  Malt,  or  about  4 per  cent.,  and  958,218  gallons  of  Wine, 
or  about  3 per  cent.  During  the  same  time  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  consumption  of  French  brandy,  hollands.  and  other  foreign  spirits, 
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not  including  rum,  3.292,699  gaiions,  or  50  per  cent.  Now  to  under- 
stand these  returns,  three  things  must  be  borne  in  mind.  In  tlie  first 
place,  the  latter  years  of  the  Temperance  enterprise  have  been  years  of 
plenty,  when  the  habits  of  the  people  are  of  a more  expensive  charac- 
ter. and  when  we  may  reasonably  suppose  more  intoxicating  liquors  are 
used.  In  the  second  place,  the  population  has  been  increasing  all  the 
while  ; and  thirdly,  the  increase  in  a certain  class  of  liquors  has  been 
of  a kind  consumed  by  the  higher  classes,  and  not  by  those  amongst 
whom  the  Temperance  crusade  has  been  chiefly  carried  on.  Another 
agreeable  result  is,  during  the  same  time  the  consumption  of  coffee 
has  increased  36  per  cent.,  and  of  cocoa  93  per  cent.  This  is  testimony 
that  cannot  be  withstood,  furnished  not  by  ourselves  but  b3'the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country.  We  are  moving  society — we  must  be  doing  so. 
During  the  last  two  years  alone,  one  house  in  London  has  distributed 
eighty  tons  of  Temperance  literature.  Can  seed  be  sown  and  not  an 
ear  of  corn  be  grown  7 The  supposition  is  absurd. 


TEMPERANCE  IN  SCOTLAND. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Temperance  League,  held  this 
week  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  began  in  hope  and  ended  in  abounding 
confidence.  Last  j'ear  the  labors  of  Mr.  Gough  throughout  the  country 
prouduced  a wide-spread,  almost  universal,  interest  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance. The  country  delegates  mustered  in  great  force  at  the  annual 
gathering  ; but  there  was  a dread  on  the  minds  of  many  that  the  cause 
had  been  forced  into  premature  development,  and  that  a partial  collapse 
would  succeed  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Gough's  stimulating  eloquence. 
Happily,  such  fears  have  proved  groundless,  and  encouraging  as  were 
the  meetings  last  year,  those  just  held  in  Glasgow  have  given  evidence 
of  a strength  and  coherence  never  previously  dreamt  of  by  the  most  zea- 
lous temperance  reformers.  These  meetings  have  revealed  an  organi- 
zation which  last  j'ear  we  wmuld  consider  impossible  for  manj'  years  to 
come,  not  so  much  because  of  extended  numbers,  but  because  of  that 
solidity  which  has  been  acquired,  and  that  unity  wdiich  has  been  grow- 
ingly  consolidated  in  its  centralized  authority.  At  this  moment  there 
is  not  a town,  and  scarcety  a village,  or  even  an  ordinary  sized  hamlet, 
from  Orkne}^  to  Berwick,  but  can,  through  some  of  its  most  active  and 
energetic  inhabitants,  be  stirred  into  local,  or  bj’  this  central  power,  po- 
litical action,  as  fast  as  post  or  telegraph  wires  can  carrt’  the  demand  ; 
and  while  on  many  other  subjects — political,  ecclesiastical,  or  social — 
these  temperance  men  differ,  and  j'et  these  differences  only  appear  to  ce- 
ment their  union  upon  this  great  question. 

On  Tuesdajq  between  three  and  four  hundred  delegates  and  members 
of  the  League  met  for  the  transaction  of  the  central  business,  and  never 
were  the  reports  from  the  various  towns  half  so  important  as  at  present. 
Everywhere  temperance  strength  w'as  said  to  be  increasing,  and  the  evi- 
dence given  of  the  fact  was  increase  of  the  funds  and  operations  of  the  local 
societies.  In  one  locality,  a fishing  village  had  been  born  to  temperance  in 
a day ; in  another,  licenses  had  been  reduced  nearly  one  half ; while  in 
a third  the  temperance  reformers  had  defeated  both  the  publicans  and 
their  magistrate  customers.  Everywhere  there  were  signs  of  progre.ss  ; 
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and  a specimen  of  what  these  local  societies  effect,  the  report  o'  *ihe  Edin- 
burgh society  just  published  shows  the  income  of  the  past  year  to  have 
been  £1,513  16s.  5d.,  besides  the  subscriptions  of  its  members  to  the  gen- 
eral fund  of  the  League.  Money  is  a test  of  strength  which  politicians 
especially  appreciate  ; and  when  they  find  an  organization  not  consisting 
of  the  wealthy,  but  of  the  middle  and  sober  working  classes,  first  spend- 
ing hundreds  of  pounds  annually  in  all  our  large  towns,  and  besides  that 
sending  £4.328  Gs.  Id.,  as  the  annual  income  to  a central  fund  ; when  they, 
moreover,  find  that  this  central  body  has  ten  or  twelve  agents  travelling 
in  constant  connection  with  the  .affiliated  societies — that  the  most  flour- 
ishing quarterly  and  monthly^  publications  in  Scotland  are  the  property 
and  organs  of  this  central  power — that  they  circulated  last  year  twelve 
tons  of  letter- press,  being,  notwithstanding  high  prices  and  dull  trade, 
an  excess  of  one-third  over  any  previous  year’s  sale  ; when  to  this  is  added 
the  fact  that  the  young  ministers  of  power  and  energy,  belonging  to  all 
Protestant  denominations,  are  so  linking  themselves  to  this  movement 
that  already  it  embi’aces  nearly  one-half  of  the  students  and  one-sixth 
of  the  ministers ; when  it  is  farther  considered  that  the  entire  moral 
feeling  of  the  country  is  with  it,  and  that  no  man  having  character  to 
lose  can  be  got  to  lift  his  voice  against  it,  magistrates  and  politicians 
would  do  well  to  m.ake  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  de- 
tails and  machinery  of  this  wide-spread,  ever  growing  power.  Such 
magnificent  meetings  as  those  just  held  in  Glasgow,  stimulate  the  hearts 
and  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  associated  societies,  and  confer  renewed 
strength  on  what  has  been  for  years  past  the  greatest  political  as  well 
as  moral  power  in  Scotland ; but  swch  associated  bodies  have  an  im- 
portance and  significance  to  statesmen  and  rulers  which  they  cannot 
wisely  ignore  or  treat  with  levity  ; and  we  believe  that  no  man  remain- 
ing ignorant  of,  or  indifferent  to  the  everyulay  doings  of  this  wide- 
.«pread  confederacy^  can  rightly'  appreciate  or  honestly  perform  the  du- 
ties of  Scotland’s  representatives  in  Parliament.  Legislators  may'  not 
approve,  far  less  join  it ; but  they  are  bound  to  make  themselves  ac- 
(luinted  with  its  workings,  and  more  especially  now,  when  another  step 
forward  has  been  officially  announced  and  adopted. 

Whatever  may'  become  of  the  Maine-law  in  America,  where  the  will 
of  the  people  will  ultimately'  be  found  to  be  supreme,  the  Temperance 
reformers  in  Scotland  have  determined  to  extinguish  dram  shops,  and 
they  will  ultimately  do  it,  not  by  immediate  legislative  suppression,  but  by 
bringing  up  and  laying  bare  befo?’e  the  public  mind  the  social  and  econo- 
mic wrongs  which  these  nurseries  of  pauperism  and  crime  inflict  upon 
the  sober  portion  of  the  population.  The  struggle  may  be  long  and  se- 
vere, but  we  are  not  appalled. — Glasgow  paper. 


PROGRESS  IN  IRELAND. 

The  consumption  of  whisky' in  Ireland,  in  1854,  was  8,136,362  gallons  ; 
in  1855,  it  was  6,228,856  gallons — showing  a decrease  of  nearly  two 
millions  of  gallons. 

Without  entering  at  length  into  speculation  as  to  the  causes  which 
produced  this  lessened  consumption  of  ardent  spirits  in  our  country,  let 
us  take  the  circumstances  simply  as  a fact — and  I would  add,  a great 
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and  important  fact — ivell  worthy  the  consideration  of  all  reflecting  per- 
sons amongst  us. 

Whiskv  and  crime — whisky  and  pauperism — whisky  and  misery — • 
whisky  and  increased  taxation,  stand  in  such  intimate  relation  to  one 
another,  that  all  men  know  they  go  hand  in  hand  together.  Cause  and 
effect  are  not  more  intimately  connected  than  are  these  twin-brothers,  who 
sleep  in  each  other’s  arms,  leaving  men  at  peace  while  these  imps  of 
darkness  slumber ; and  who  wake  together,  and  sow  seeds  of  sorrow 
broadcast,  as  they  march  like  a destroying  pestilence  over  the  land. 

Until  the  close  of  the  past  year,  and  when  the  returns  were  made  up, 
and  submitted  to  Parliament,  we  did  not  know  why  it  was  that  our  as- 
sizes were  almost  maiden  assizes.  But  the  cause  was  lately  revealed  to 
us  in  the  statement,  that  our  people  consumed  less  of  the  poison  which 
maddens  men  and  causes  them  to  commit  crime.  The  results  of  com- 
parative sobriety  are  exhibited  in  the  lightness  of  our  criminal  calendars 
throughout  the  past  year ; the  decrease  of  pauperism  ; the  general  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  the  people  ; and  the  reduced  local  taxa- 
tion consequent  on  such  a happy  condition  of  our  affairs.  “ The  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Superintendence  of  the  City  of  Dublin  Prisons,”  for  the 
year  185.5,  affords  the  most  gratifying  testimony  in  relation  to  this  ques- 
tion. And  the  last  ‘‘  Report  of  the  Inspectors  General  of  Prisons  in 
Ireland,”  shows  that  crime  is  steadily  on  the  decrease  throughout  the 
country. 

Much  of  these  pleasing  results  is,  no  doubt,  owing  to  the  improved 
prison  discipline,  and  to  increasing  education  among  our  poorer  popula- 
tion ; much  to  the  better  employment  of  our  laboring  classes,  their  in- 
creased wages,  and,  I should  hope,  the  steadily  growing  respect  of  the 
Irish  people.  But  all  these  causes  put  together,  would  be  insufflcient 
to  guard  us  against  the  growth  of  crime  and  misery,  if  intemperance 
were  going  ahead.  I think  we  may  fairly  assume,  that  to  the  Temper- 
ance Reformation  is  due  a large  amount  of  credit  for  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity which  now  overspread  Ireland. — J.  Haughton. 


INTEMPERANCE  THE  CAUSE  OF  CRIME. 

There  is  an  individual  in  this  country,  who,  from  the  accuracy  of  his 
statistical  information,  has  become  one  of  the  greatest  authorities  of  the 
day.  I mean  the  Rev.  John  Clay,  the  chaplain  of  the  Preston  House  of 
Correction.  He  has  a European  reputation  on  the  subject.  Now,  I 
hold  in  my  hands  a statistical  map,  recently  published  by  him.  It  is  a 
criminal,  social,  and  religious  map  of  this  country.  It  gives  the  number 
of  criminals  to  every  100,000  people  ; the  number  of  drinkeries  to  every 
100.000  people  ; the  number  of  children  at  school  out  of  every  10,000 
children ; the  number  of  adults  attending  church  and  chapels  out  of 
every  2.000.  I will  now  fix  your  attention  upon  some  of  those  counties. 
I will  take  one  with  which  I am  familiar — Cheshire.  I am  alarmed  to 
find  that  out  of  every  100,000  people,  Cheshire  has  216  criminals.  Why 
so  many  ? Perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  the  religious  condition  of  Che- 
shire is  low.  It  is  not  so.  There  are  1,090  children  out  of  every  10,000 
at  school,  and  656  adults  out  of  every  2,000 — a pretty  fair  proportion 
for  a northern  county.  How  comes  it  to  pass,  then,  that  Cheshire  has 
so  bad  a pre-eminence  as  to  the  amount  of  its  criminality  ? Here  is  the 
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solution  ; Cheshire  has  455  drinking-shops  for  every  hundred  thousand 
people.  You  will  not  see  the  value  of  that  argument  at  first,  until  I 
compare  Cheshire  with  another  county.  I will  take  the  great  county  of 
Y'orkshire.  Yorkshire  has  only  half  the  amount  of  the  criminality  of 
Cheshire.  Perhaps  it  is  said  that  the  reason  wdiy  Yorkshire  has  only 
half  the  amount  of  crime,  is  because  Yorkshire  stands  higher  as  to  its 
religious  liahits  and  as  to  its  scholastic  instruction.  It  is  not  so.  Che- 
shire and  Yorkshire  are  in  almost  precisely  the  same  condition.  In 
Cheshire,  I find  1,090  children  out  of  every  10,000 — in  Yorkshire,  1.050 
Now  there  is  just  a shade  more  of  adult  religious  attendance  in  York- 
shire than  in  Cheshire  ; but  there  are  nearly  just  double  the  number  of 
criminals  in  Cheshire  than  Yorkshire.  Is  there  any  explanation  of  the 
anomaly  ? I believe  I have  the  solution  here.  There  are  in  Cheshire 
455  drinking-shops — there  are  only  238  in  Yorkshire.  (Cheers.)  In 
one  w'ord,  there  are  double  the  number  of  drinkeries  in  Cheshire  than  in 
Yorkshire,  and  double  the  amount  of  crime.  Now  I wfill  go  to  two  other 
counties — Cumberland  and  Westmoreland.  I name  them  together,  be- 
cause of  their  romantic  beauty.  I find  the  amount  of  crime  in  Cumber- 
land and  Westmoreland  is  comparatively  low — only  76  in  Cumberland, 
and  101  in  Westmoreland,  out  of  every  100,000  people.  Well,  you  say, 
that  must  be  because  the  religious  habits  and  scholastic  instruction  of 
the  counties  stand  high  ? It  is  not  so.  In  Cumberland  there  are  only 
750  children  out  of  ten  thousand  attending  school,  and  only  508  adults 
attending  churches  and  chapels  out  of  2000.  There  is  just  a little  more 
in  Westmoreland.  Then  you  will  inquire,  if  the  religious  condition  of 
those  two  counties  is  so  low,  and  their  moral  character  is  so  high,  what 
is  the  explanation?  Whyq  there  are  only  114  drinkeries  to  every  100,- 
000  people  in  Cumberland,  and  only  149  in  Westmoreland.  I say  only, 
but  they  are  just  114  and  just  149  too  many.  (Cheers.)  But  you  will 
observe  a slight  difi'erence  with  respect  to  Cumberland  and  Westmore- 
land. In  Cumberland  there  are  only  76  criminals  to  every  100,000  peo- 
ple. The  religious  condition  of  Cumberland  is  very  materially  lower 
than  that  of  Westmoreland  ; but  there  are  only  76  criminals  in  Cumber- 
land, whilst  there  are  101  in  Westmoreland.  Now  what  is  the  solu- 
tion? It  is  just  this:  You  have  in  Cumberland  only  114  drinkeries, 
whilst  you  have  149  in  Westmoreland.  (Hear,  hear.)  Perhaps  some 
of  our  friends  are  saying,  “ All  this  is  merely  a singular  coincidence.” — 
Is  that  all  ? Is  there  an  inseparable  connection  between  drinkeries  and 
crime  ? Does  the  number  of  drinkeries  regulate  the  amount  of  the  com- 
mission of  crime  ? It  does.  I will  refer  to  two  other  counties — Bed- 
fordshire and  Huntingdonshire.  I am  alarmed  to  find  in  these  two  coun- 
ties, though  purely  agricultural,  149  criminals  to  every  100,000  people  in 
Bedfordshire,  and  149  in  Huntingdonshire.  Perhaps  some  one  fancies 
that  the  reason  is,  because  the  religious  habits  and  scholastic  instruction 
are  very  low.  They  are  just  the  reverse.  Bedfordshire  and  Hunting- 
donshire stand  pre-eminent  in  all  the  counties  of  England  for  the  num- 
ber of  churches,  chajjels,  ministers,  and  school-masters ; and  yet  they 
have  far  more  than  the  average  of  criminals.  Well,  how  are  we  to  ex- 
plain it  ? It  is  in  this  way. — There  are  in  Bedfordshire  588  drinkeries 
to  every  100,000  people,  whilst  in  Huntingdonshire  there  are  646.  Now, 
Sir,  I should  have  supposed,  from  the  fact  that  Bedfordshire  has  1,250 
children  out  of  every  10,000  at  school,  and  1,136  adults  attending 
chui’ches  and  chapels  out  of  2,000,  that  crime  would  have  been  incon- 
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siderable  ; but  it  is  not  so.  It  is  just  the  reverse.  And  why  so  ? 
Simply  because  you  have  got  so  many  crime  manufactories  (loud  ap- 
plause)—so  many  places  licensed,  where  crime  is  inevitably  engendered 
—Speech  of  Rec.  Mr.  Bearddee,  at  Exeter  Hall,  London. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK  LAW  REPEALED. 

In  his  hostility  to  the  Prohibitory  Law.  the  Governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick has  seen  fit  to  dissolve  the  Parliament,  and  call  for  a new  election, 
which  has  fatally  resulted  in  a repeal  of  the  Prohibitory  Law,  by  a vote 
of  30  to  2.  Says  the  New  Brunswick  Telegraph  : 

The  result  of  the  anxiety  and  toil  of  years  has  been  demolished  in 
a day.  We  are  as  we  were  in  1850,  and  again  in  1854.  And  how  has 
this  state  of  things  been  brought  about  1 Did  not  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly only  last  session,  refuse  to  repeal  the  Prohibitory  Law  which  they 
had  enacted  but  a year  before  ? Did  they  not  also  refuse  to  call  on  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  hasten  their  own  dissolution  when  it  was  ab- 
surdly asked  for,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  the  existence  of  the  veiy 
law  '?  Did  not  the  late  government  resign  because  they  would  not  ad- 
vise his  Excellency  to  dissolve  the  House  on  so  absurd  a pretext  ? Did 
not  the  whole  country  echo  with  the  loudly  expressed  indignation  of 
those  who  protested  against  the  actual  and  high-minded  dissolution  on 
that  alleged  ground?  And  though  a House  was  elected,  the  syco- 
phantic majority  of  which,  including  a few  notorious  and  unpardonable 
traitors  to  the  cause  of  Prohibition,  were  prepared  to  repeal  the  Prohi- 
bitory Law,  or  indeed  to  do  or  be  anything  at  the  dictation  or  even 
whispered  suggestion  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  yet  was  it  not  still 
supposed,  might  it  not  welt  have  been  taken  for  granted,  that  all  who 
objected  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late  House,  at  the  Governor’s  mere 
caprice,  and  who  though  personally  unfriendly  to  the  principle  or  policy 
of  Prohibition,  had  argued  that  the  Prohibitory  Law  should  have  had 
at  any  rate  its  trial  for  a year,  wmuld  have  opposed  and  resisted,  by 
every  constitutional,  legitimate,  and  honorable  means,  its  immediate 
and  ignominious  repeal  ?” 


Among  the  friends  of  the  law  in  England,  the  repeal  created  great 
sensation.  The  Earl  of  Harrington  rose  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  and 
said : 

“ IMy  Lords— I beg  your  kind  indulgence  for  addressing  you  at  the 
eleventh  hour ; and  on  a subject,  I fear,  unpopular  in  this  house.  The 
question  I am  about  to  put  to  her  Majesty’s  government  concerns  two 
most  important  subjects.  1st.,  The  Maine  Law ; 2d.,  The  dissolution 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New  Brunswick  by  the  Governor,  Mr. 
Manners  Sutton,  in  opposition  to  his  cabinet  and  the  Parliament.  Your 
lordships  must  well  know  that  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  in  this 
country  fill  our  pauper-houses,  lunatic  asylums,  penitentiaries,  jails, 
hulks  and  penal  settlements  wdth  their  miserable  inmates. 

F rom  this  source,  t , the  famous  Earl  of  Shaftsbury  recruits  for  his 
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ragged  schools.  But  what  has  all  this  declamation  to  do  with  New 
Brunswick  ? It  has  to  do  with  it,  because  the  same  evils  and  crimes 
that  exist  in  this,  exist  in  that  country.  The  Legislative  Assembly 
of  New  Brunswick  have,  therefore,  passed  the  Maine  Law.  And  can 
her  Majesty’s  government  condemn  it  for  that  noble  conduct  1 Do  they 
not  rather  deserve  3mur  admiration?  Let  us  next  consider  what  the 
Maine  Law  is,  which  now^  agitates  the  world.  The  Maine  Law  is  the 
prohibition  of  the  sale  of  strong  beverages.  It  prohibits  the  sale  of 
these  liquors.  Be  it  understood,  then,  that  all  men  under  this  law  may 
drink  what  they  please,  beer,  spirits,  wine.  &c.  This  subject  has  been 
ably  argued  by  the  Edinburgh  Review,  the  great  organ  of  the  Whig 
government ; as  also  by  the  Westminster  Review  and  the  Alliance.  Will 
jmur  lordships  discredit  me  when  I say  that  a Prohibitory  liquor  law 
prevails  over  a large  portion  of  the  world  ? In  American,  eleven  States 
and  tw’o  Territories  are  under  the  Maine  Law.  More  than  eleven  mil- 
lions of  persons,  under  a government  of  universal  suffrage,  obey  the 
law;  and  not  one  of  the  eleven  States  has_ repealed  it.  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia  have  carried  it  to  a second  reading,  and  next  session  it 
will  be  in  force.  Add  to  these  millions  all  the  Mohammedan  and 
Hindoo  States.  And  now,  my  lords,  have  I not  proved  to  j’ou  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  world  is  under  a Prohibitory  liquor  law  ? — 
Next,  let  us  consider  the  dissolution  of  the  National  Assembly  of  New 
Brunswick,  by  the  Governor,  in  opposition  to  the  council  and  the  Par- 
liament. I absolve  Mr.  M.  Sutton  from  all  blame.  A governor,  like  a 
soldier,  must  obey  orders.  The  blame,  if  blame  there  be,  is  attributable 
to  the  government ; for  no  subordinate  officer  would  have  dared  to  have 
taken  so  bold  and  so  bad  a course,  except  under  the  sanction  of  the  gov- 
ernment, for  reasons  jmt  to  be  made  known.  No  sovereign  in  this 
country  since  the  revolution  has  ever  dissolved  a parliament  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  cabinet.  Noiv  the  colonies  have  constitutions  nearly  similar 
to  the  parent  State ; consequently,  there  is  no  precedent  of  a similar  act 
of  unconstitutional  power  having  been  e.verc'sed  m her  Majesty's  North 
American  Empire.  Here  the  Earl  of  Harrington  was  interrupted  by 
the  jmocess  for  dissolving  the  Parliament.  After  the  prorogation,  the 
Earl  of  Harrowby  gave  Lord  Harrington  the  answers  intended  to  be 
given  to  his  questions.” 


RUM  AND  WAR. 

Rev.  H.  Tirrand,  in  a speech  in  England,  said  the  cost  of  the  war  for 
the  last  two  years  was  £100,000,000 — the  amount  expended  in  the  liquor 
traffic  during  the  same  period  was  £150,000.000 — the  war  had  necessi- 
tated the  sacrifice  of  20.000  British  lives — drinking  had  cost  us  60,000 
within  the  last  two  years  ; 40,000  had  been  maintained  and  injured  in 
actual  conflict,  while  the  victims  of  alcoholic  drink  numbered  120,000, 
in  addition  to  300,000  widows  and  orphans  made  bv  the  same  means. 
On  the  following  day  they  were  to  have  the  official  proclamation  of 
peace;  but  in  relation  to  the  liquor  traffic  and  the  interests  of  humanity 
there  was  no  peace.  Peace  negotiations  regarding  the  affairs  of  nations 
had  of  late  been  carried  on  ostentatiously  ; but  there  had  been  no  peace 
negotiations  between  the  bleeding  wounds  of  humanitj'  and  the  terrible 
assaults  of  this  demon  traffic.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  the  streams  of  alco- 
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hoi  they  saw  the  wreck  of  broken  hearts,  ruined  reputations,  and  life 
and  fortune  alike  destroyed.  Insanity  and  other  diseases  were  either 
engendered  or  inflamed  by  drink.  To  meet  the  demand  for  strong 
liquors,  no  less  than  8,000,000  quarters  of  grain  w'ere  consumed — worse 
than  thrown  away — in  producing  the  physical  and  moral  death  of  this 
great  and  glorious  nation.  It  might  be  asked  was  it  right  to  interfere 
with  the  traffic  of  the  publican ; but  he  answered  that  the  interests  of 
the  many  should  be  regarded  more  than  the  interests  of  the  few. 


PRINCIPLES  SETTLED  BY  FACTS  AND  DISCUSSIONS. 

1.  No  efforts,  individual,  associate  or  mixed,  directed  against  the 
EVILS  of  intemperance  merely,  ever  did  or  can  promote  the  reform. 

2.  The  CAUSES  of  intemperance  were  and  are  the  true  point  of  attack. 

3.  Without  the  removal  of  these  causes'’’  the  reform  cannot  be  con- 
summated. 

4.  These  causes  are  not,  and  were  not,  found  in  free,  hard,  or  intem- 
perate drinking  ; neither  in  drunkenness  nor  selling  to  drunkards. 

5.  They  are  and  were  found  in  moderate,  temperate  drinking,  and 
selling  to  those  who  did  and  do  not  make  beasts  of  themselves — who  do 
and  did  not  drink  to  excess. 

6.  Moderate  drinking  creates  the  appetite  for  drunkenness. 

7.  There  is  no  stopping  place  between  the  most  moderate  use  and 
beastly  intoxication. 

8.  The  two  are  united  as  naturally  and  surely  as  fire  and  heat — or 
cause  and  effect. 

9.  So  the  pauperism,  crimes  and  woes  of  intemperance,  are  and  were 
caused  by  the  most  moderate  drinking,  and  selling  to  cautious,  tempe- 
rate drinkers. 

10.  The  drunkard  is  less  culpable  than  the  moderate  drinker. 

11.  The  drunkard  is  less  culpable  than  the  seller. 

12.  Moral  suasion  without  prohibition  is  inadequate  to  the  ends  of 
reform. 

13.  Prohibition  without  moral  suasion  can  never  be  carried  out. 

14.  Both  must  go  hand  in  hand. 

15.  The  pledge  of  total  abstinence  is  essential  to  the  reform. 

16.  It  must  be  pressed  frequently. 

17.  Its  necessity  is  founded  in  our  nature. 

18.  Associated  effort  is  indispensable. 

19.  Different  forms  of  association  must  be  employed  to  meet  different 
tastes,  ages  and  sexes. 

20.  Frequent  temperance  meetings,  temperance  lectures,  and  tempe- 
rance reading,  must  be  maintained,  as  vital  and  permanent  elements  of 
he  reform. — Vermont  Standard. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL  ACTION. 

In  General  Assembl}'  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  St.  Louis,  New 
School,  1855,  the  following  temperance  resolutions,  offered  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Crampton,  were  read,  debated  and  passed  : 

M'hereas,  Intemperance  is  a great  antagonist  of  domestic  peace  and 
social  happiness,  of  sound  morality  and  pure  Christianity,  and  at  war 
with  all  the  dearest  interests  of  man  for  this  world  and  the  future  ; and 
whereas,  the  experience  of  two  hundred  years  proves  that  this  evil  can 
never  be  removed  or  effectively  resisted  while  the  traffic  in  intoxicating 
drinks  is  continued;  it  being  necessary  if  we  would  stop  the  effect  to 
remove  the  cause.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly,  as  lovers  of  our  religion,  of 
our  country,  and  our  race,  and  as  office-bearers  in  the  church,  can  but 
feel  a lively  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  temperance  reform. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  here  record  our  thanksgiving  to  Almight}^  God 
for  the  recent  unparalleled  progress  of  this  reform,  as  evinced  by  the 
action  of  the  I.egislatures  of  thirtee]i  of  the  States  and  two  of  the  Terri- 
tories of  our  Union  in  the  passage  of  laws  entirely  prohibiting  the  traf- 
fic in  all  intoxicating  beverages. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  body,  laws  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  can  interfere  with  the  rights  of  no  man,  be- 
cause no  man  has  a right  of  an}’  name  or  nature,  inconsistent  with  the 
public  good,  or  at  war  with  the  welfare  of  the  community  ; it  being  a 
universally  acknowledged  maxim  of  law,  that  “No  man  has  a right  to 
use  his  own  to  the  injury  of  his  neighbor.” 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Ministers  and  con- 
gregations in  our  connection,  and  to  all  others,  to  persevere  in  vigorous 
and  well-directed  elforts,  until  laws  shall  be  enacted  in  every  State  and 
Territory  of  our  Union,  prohibiting  a traffic  which  is  the  principal  cause 
of  the  drunkenness,  and  its  consecpient  pauperism,  crime,  taxation, 
lamentation,  and  woe,  and  ruin  to  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men,  with 
which  the  country  has  so  long  been  afflicted. 


TEMPERANCE  IN  NORWAY. 

The  Temperance  Society  of  Norway  held  its  annual  meeting  in  the 
Storthings-rooms,  some  short  time  since.  The  President  of  the  Society, 
the  Bishop  of  Arup,  on  that  occasion  in  a few  words  made  known  to 
the  members  of  the  Society  the  happy  results  of  their  labors.  The 
Bishop  said  : 

“ The  Society  has  16,000  members — more  than  one  and  a-half  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  kingdom.  Brandy  is  no  longer  a drink  of  the  middle 
classes  ; and  in  many’  families  where  it  was  deemed  indispensable  on 
the  arrival  of  a visitor,  it  is  no  longer  used.  In  a great  many  of  the 
country  districts,  the  publicans  have  ceased  keeping  brandy,  there  being 
no  demand  for  it.  At  the  marriage  feasts,  and  on  other  festivals,  bran- 
dy is  but  rarely  seen.  The  Bishop  then  thanked  the  clergy  for  their 
co-operation  with  him  in  his  endeavor  to  prevent  the  evil  of  spirit- 
drinking.  The  venerable  prelate  then  complimented  the  Government 
on  the  very  energetic  manner  in  which  it  had  carried  out  the  views  of 
the  Society. 
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THE 

AMERICAN  TEMPERANCE  UNION 

was  organized  by  the  Second  National  Temperance  Convention  at  Sara- 
toga Springs  in  183G,  and  Gen.  John  11.  Cocke,  of  Virginia,  was  appoint- 
ed the  first  President.  Its  object  was,  b}^  the  diffusion  of  information 
and  the  exertion  of  kind  moral  inlluence,  to  promote  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance throughout  the  United  States  and  the  world.  This  object  the 
Executive  Committee  have  endeavored  steadily  to  pursue.  For  the 
means  of  support  they  have  depended  on  the  subscriptions  to  periodi- 
cals, sales  of  publications,  and  the  donations  of  friends.  Called  upon  to 
give  largely  for  destitute  portions  of  this  country, and  the  world,  they 
have,  at  times,  been  greatly  embarrassed ; but  always  thanking  God 
for  w'hat  has  been  afforded,  and  taking  courage.  A wide  circulation 
of  this  Report  would,  it  is  believed,  at  the  present  time,  be  exceedingly 
useful. 

To  insure  some  permanent  aid  and  strength,  the  Committee,  some 
time  since,  proposed  a Life-membership  by  a donation  of  twenty  dollar.s. 
It  was  believed  that  many  congregations  would  make  their  pastors 
Life-members.  Also  an  annual  membership  by  a permanent  subscrip- 
tion of  two  dollars — these  members  receiving  in  return  the  publications 
of  the  Union.  Several  such  memberships  have  been  received. 

Donations  to  the  American  Temperance  Union,  received  from  May 

1.  1855,  to  April  .30,  1850. 

■William  E.  Dodge,  .$125  ; i\,nson  G.  Phelps,  $125  ; Mr.  — -Judson, 
.$10;  Richard  P.  Ruck,  .$20;  Azor  Marvin,  .$50;  Wm.  Jay,  $20; 
Sarah  Mead.  Greenwich,  Ct..  $150  ; Iluldah  Mead,  do.,  .$20;  Oliver 
Teale,  Syracuse,  $15  ; Gerrit  Smith,  Peterboro,  .$10  ; Thomas  Smith, 
Hartford.  .$10  ; 11.  B.  ClatHin,  N.  Y.,  $20 ; William  Slade  .$5  ; Charles 
Bird,  .$10 ; P.  Woodruff.  .$15;  G.  C.  Robinson,  .$10;  E.  IVhiting,  ,$5  ; 
J.  S.,  $5;  T.  Collins,  Philadelphia,  $10 ; A.  M’Allister,  $10;  Thomas 
■Watson,  $5  ; John  T.  Norton,  Farmington,  Ct.,  $25  ; Charles  Bartlett, 
Poughkeepsie,  .$5  ; Gen.  J.  11.  Cocke,  Va.,  .$20  ; A Bronson,  Rochester) 
$5  ; Edmund  Hyatt,  N.  Y.,  $50  ; M.  S.  Bidwell,  $20  ; Oliver  IMead, 
Greenwich.  Ct.,  .$5  ; IMiss  Lewis,  do.,  ,$5 ; Other  friends  $15  ; Sturgiss 
& Shaw,  N.  Y.,  .$25  ; Susan  11.  Thorne,  Pa.,  ,$4  ; Col.  Camp,  Trumans- 
burg,  .$4  ; AYm.  AV^ilmerding,  N.  Y.,  $50  ; Lloyd  AYells,  $10  ; Sarah  God- 
dard, $5  ; Gen.  J.  J.  Knox.  Augusta,  .$50  ; Plymouth  Church,  Brooklyn 
$G2  ; Dr.  Spear’s  Church,  $53  ; American  Temperance  Society,  Boston 
$300  ; Legacy  of  Deacon  Sherman,  of  AYoodbury,  Ct.,  ,$100  ; Collection 
at  Anniversaiy  in  the  Tabernacle,  ,$134  25.  Total  $1587  26. 


PUBLICATIONS 


OF  THE 

AMERICAN  TEMPERANCE  UNION. 


PERMANENT  TEMPERANCE  DOCUMENTS. 

Three  Volumes,  8vo.,  containing  Report,  &c.,  from  1826  to  1856. 
Price  §3.00. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TEMPERANCE  UNION. 

A monthly  periodical  of  16  large  quarto  pages.  Price  §1  a year.  Or 
ten  copies  for  §5. 

YOUTHS’  TEMPERANCE  ADVOCATE. 

Designed  for  Children  and  Schools.  A monthly  of  four  large  quarto 
pages.  Price  §9  for  100  copies,  §5  for  50  copies. 

BACCHUS’  PRIZE  ESSAY. 

TEMPERANCE  ANECDOTES. 

BOY’S  TEMPERANCE  BOOK. 

TEMPERANCE  FABLES. 

HANNAH  HAWKINS.  THE  REFORMED  DRUNKARD’S  DAUGH- 
TER. 

MAINE  LAW  TRACTS — A great  variety. 

TEMPERANCE  HYMN  AND  SONG  BOOKS. 

JOURNALS  AND  ADVOCATES,  handsomely  bound. 

ALL  TEMPERANCE  BOOKS  ON  HAND  FOR  SALE. 

Office  No.  lO  Park  Bank. 

Anniversary  of  the  Union  2nd  Thursday  of  May. 


